Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2009 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Browning, PCllr Worth, PCllr Turner, PCllr Landmann, BCllr Clifton, CCllr Wootton, 12 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk), Mr A Woodward, Debbie Poynton – Highways. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING

None

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

None

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 19TH JANUARY 2009.
These were agreed to be a true record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Parish Land rented by the Elliot Family – The signed assignment had now been received.

Newsletter – A thank you letter had been sent to Roy Prestney Archer for all his help in distributing the Parish Newsletter, and inserting all relevant flyers. 

Keysoe Row West footpath – BBC had said they would investigate this footpath that needed clearing, and PCllr Bates confirmed this had been done.
Field House, Keysoe Row East – The owner had contacted the Clerk and offered his sincere apologies for the disruption and highway damage. He explained that the heavy vehicles would be coming in and out of the area for only a few more weeks, and it would be pointless carrying out any repairs until after this stage. He had every confidence in his contractor making the damage good, but as a safeguard he would with hold payment until the making good work had been completed.
Bus service in Church Rd – The Clerk had reported the bus driver who had refused to drive a 16 year old girl down the road after 6pm.
Gritting in Keysoe Row West & Church Rd – PCllr Worth explained the severe recent problems had meant BBC ran out of grit, and therefore BCC had been helping get the major routes gritted. He would ask if these roads could be added in future.
Donation to First Response Team – PCllr Bryans thanked the Parish Council on behalf of the First Response Team.
Play Partnership meetings – PCllr Bryans explained that although he had offered to attend future meetings, he is not available for the next meeting on 2/4/09.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

Councillors and members of the public are reminded the Open Forum is the only part of the meeting that the public can participate in. Only Parish Councillors can take part in the remainder of the meeting.
Bedford Autodrome – PCllr Bates explained that there had been an article in the local paper about a new contract that Palmers had been given to test an additional 26 F2 cars. It was agreed that any noise issues should be raised with Palmers at the time of the noise so that it can be investigated whilst the noise is happening, and PCllr Bates would circulate the telephone numbers.

Weight Restriction – PCllr Whitmore advised a great deal of concern had been raised by residents about the proposed new weight restriction. PCllr Worth explained that BCC had first approached  the Parish Council about their new freight strategy last year, and at that time, the Parish Council had clearly voiced its concerns about HGV traffic travelling East/West across North Beds, which was made worse by Cambridge County Councils own weight restrictions forcing HGV’s onto unsuitable roads in our county.

Debbie Poynton from Highways and CCllr Tom Wootton distributed maps showing the proposals, and the traffic flow data. The proposed restrictions were being implemented to address the huge increase in heavy international traffic cutting through other villages since the Barford bypass was built. They hoped that the new Council would continue to roll this programme out so that Bolnhurst can also be considered for weight restrictions in the future. Many residents and Parish Councillors expressed concerns over the proposals, which forced heavy traffic onto unsuitable roads. The C26 is a narrow road with several blind corners along its length, and many points where there is not enough width for larger vehicles to pass each other. The road from the B660 to Thurleigh is even more unsuitable for an increase in heavy traffic, passing directly past a lower school. The impact on one of the roads which would be most affected – that from the B660, through Thurleigh towards the A6 – showed no traffic count data at all, and it appeared that the impact on this road had not been considered. 

Residents were concerned that HGV traffic travelling from East to West through this area will be channelled onto the C26 and then will then have no restrictions on their route west from then on. In particular, the minor road past St Dunstan’s church to Thurleigh was considered by BCC to have been unsuitable for HGVs several years ago, and closed the weigh bridge at Greensbury Farm. There have been no improvement to this road since then, and yet now it will have higher volumes of HGVs. 

Concern was also expressed about the lack of consultation. Debbie Poynton explained that 3 weeks is the legal notice period, and a notice was put in the local papers. Residents explained that local papers are not currently delivered to houses in Bolnhurst and Keysoe. PCllr Worth pointed out that BCC did not even write to Thurleigh Parish Council, and yet Thurleigh will be severely impacted by the proposal. He had himself alerted Thurleigh Parish Council to this issue. BCllr Clifton suggested the Parish Council could ask for the consultation period to be extended, as there were clearly concerns about the consultation process.
PCllr Bates thanked CCllr Wootton and Debbie Poynton for coming to the meeting, and residents were urged to submit their comments to Debbie Poynton by the deadline of 19/2/09.

6. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 06/02280/FUL Appeal against enforcement. Notification of decision to hold a public enquiry (date tbc). Existing building not demolished – Janets Place, Kimbolton Rd.

    PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

· 09/00044/FUL 2 Storey extension creating a 2 storey element in middle of bungalow and alterations to roof – Broadfields, Keysoe Row East, Keysoe. It was RESOLVED by a majority vote, to object to this application on the basis that its appearance is not in keeping with its surrounding rural area.

7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                   £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account               £451.66


      Playdale – balance of youth shelter cost £3048.08

 
      J Maddison – playing field                       £381.88


                   Keysoe Village hall hire                           £153.00

8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

· Press Release from RHT (circulated prior to meeting). The contents had been noted. PCllr Bates explained the RHT were in the process of handing the project over to Hastoe Housing, who are already a Social Landlord themselves, and it was hoped the Parish Council could meet with Hastoe in due course. The Clerk would thank Julia Mackie for her help.
· Letter from Alistair Burt MP asking for the Parish Councils thoughts on the provision of Affordable Housing in the Parish (circulated prior to meeting). The contents were noted and The Clerk would reply.

9. BCC HIGHWAYS PROPOSAL TO APPLY NEW WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS TO SOME ROADS IN NORTH EAST BEDS  (circulated prior to meeting by PCllr Worth)
The Parish Council discussed the matter and RESOLVED to object to the proposal, on the basis that the roads that would be taking the increased heavy traffic are unsuitable, and the consultation had been inadequate. PCllr Whitmore would give the Consultation contact details to as many local residents as possible, so they could object if they wanted to. The Clerk would reply on this basis.

10. PLAYING FIELD:

· Future of Play Ranger activity – The Clerk had been advised that this would end in April, and that they are looking for local volunteers to take over these activities. A poster had been prepared by the Play Rangers asking for help which would be put on the notice boards and in the Village Voice. The Clerk would also thank the Play Rangers.

· To consider quote for £176 to prune hedges – it was RESOLVED to accept this quote.

· Grass cutting of Playing Field for 2009 – Mr Maddison had quoted £67 per cut. It was RESOLVED to accept this quote, and that next year the arrangement with Mr Maddison be extended for three years to align it with the highway grass cutting contract.

· To review plans for notice board – PCllr Bates explained the supplier would have to charge £370 for this. The Clerk would get 2 further quotes for consideration.

11. QUALITY STATUS REACCREDITATION – the Parish Council discussed the report by Clerk on new criteria the Parish Council will need to meet if it wishes to apply for reaccreditation (circulated prior to meeting), and it was  agreed that the subject would be put in the agenda for June 2010. In the meantime, The Clerk would enquire about a free website from BCC through project Involve, and PCllr Bryans suggested the Parish Council consider what benefits have been gained from having Quality status.

12. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
Nothing further to report.

13. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING –The Clerk reported that all the regular speakers had confirmed their attendance; however Alistair Burt was unable to attend as guest speaker. The catering would be divided as follows:

PCllr Whitmore – milk & sugar

PCllr Landmann – Biscuits

PCllr Turner – Tea & Coffee

14. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

Hidden Britain – PCllrs Bates and Turner had attended this meeting. The website is still being developed, and the launch is being planned.

JAG – PCllr Turner had attended. A chair person has been elected, and the meetings will be held every 6 months. There have been a spate of rural burglaries, and there is a Crime Prevention Officer who can carry out a property survey on request. Mobile “smiley face” VAS units may be made available in the future.

Bedford Autodrome Village Day – PCllr Bates had attended a meeting about this, which is being held to celebrate its 10 year anniversary. It is hoped approximately £10k will be raised for local villages.

15. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· Mayors Office – Offer to address the Parish Council at a future meeting. The Clerk would enquire about available dates
· BRCC – Details of Calor Gas Village of the Year competition 2009 – entry deadline 24/4/09

· BBC – Invitation to Play Trail event at Russell Park 12 noon 18/2/09

· BBC – Climate Change and Pollution: Supplementary planning document. PCllr Bryans took this to review

16. CLOSE OF BUSINESS – 9.30pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..
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