Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 15TH JUNE 2009 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Browning, PCllr Turner, PCllr Landmann, PCllr Bryans, BCllr Clifton, 7 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk) 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

None declared

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 18th May 2009.

These were approved as a true record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

School Environmental Area – The Clerk report John Maddison was liaising with the school on this matter.
Playing Field Goals – The Clerk confirmed John Maddison would have no objection to bolts being added to them. The Parish Council would keep an eye on the situation.
5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

Village Hall – PCllr Browning reported there was a party booking, where they had requested having a BBQ, and wanted to erect a marquee. The Parish Council had no objections. She also reported the overflow pipe had been cut off (not by the village hall).

Brook End Lodge, Riseley Rd – PCllr Turner reported an overhanging hedge. She would mention it to the owners.

Planning Applications – PCllr Whitmore respectfully asked that all Parish Councillors pass plans on promptly so they can be properly considered before the meeting.

Janet’s Place – PCllr Whitmore commented that the appeal must have been lost as the building is being removed. PCllr Bryans confirmed he had received notification that this was the case, and he would pass a copy to the Clerk.

BCllr Ian Clifton – confirmed he has been given a place on the cabinet as member for Rural Affairs.

Playing Field Notice Board – A question was asked from the floor about the new notice board which stated that bikes and skate boards are not allowed in the playing field. Concern was raised about this as a lot of children cycle to the field, and skate boarding was proving popular in the basket ball area. The Parish Council discussed this and confirmed the wording was agreed some months ago. However it was felt that maybe these rules should be reviewed now that the Parish Councillors have seen how the children like to use the area. It would be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

6. CO OPTION OF NEW MEMBER

There were two candidates, Peter Clarke and Ed Richardson. The Parish Council considered both applicants, and RESOLVED to co opt Ed Richardson onto the Parish Council to represent the Bolnhurst Ward. The Parish Council thanked Mr Clarke for offering his services, and welcomed Mr Richardson.

7. CONSIDER CHANGES TO PLANNING AREA RESPONSIBILITIES FOLLOWING CO OPTION OF NEW MEMBER

The following new areas were agreed:

      The Rows: PCllrs Bryans, Landmann & Turner

      Brook End/Church Rd: PCllrs Bates, Browning & Turner

      Bolnhurst: PCllrs Whitmore, Richardson, & Bates

8. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION

· 09/00704/FUL Planning consent granted for single storey side extension and two storey side/rear extension – Barn Cottage Keysoe Row West

     PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

· 09/00594/FUL 2 Storey extension, replacement conservatory and new dormer to existing roof – Vicarage Farm, Church Rd, Keysoe. There were no objections.

· 09/01153/FUL construction of cross over and new access road – Wychtree Farm, Keysoe Row West. The Parish Council had no objections to the application in principle; however they were still concerned that the gateway is being used for parking, which is a hazard. A condition would be requested that this area be kerbed to stop this practice.

· 09/01063/FUL Erection of wind turbine (18m high) & 2.5m concrete foundations – Westwood Farm St Neots Rd Bolnhurst. There were no objections.

9. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                          £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account
               £570.04

10. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
PCllr Bates gave an update on the meeting held with Hastoe. 

It was RESOLVED to proceed with the project with Hastoe Housing. An open public meeting would be held on 9/7/09, which would be advertised in the Village Voice and the Parish Council newsletter, plus on the notice boards.

11. PLAYING FIELD

· Safety report – PCllr Whitmore and Mr Worth had carried out a cursory inspection on 27/5/09, as RoSPA had just completed their annual inspection. There were a lot of scratches on the paintwork on the basketball post, and the goal posts were rusty on the joints.  The Clerk would ask Miss Holland to attend to these – Action The Clerk
The far right post had rotted off between the field and William Wards land (see next bullet point).

The main concern was with boarding and wood which had been brought in to form a skateboard ramp. The wooden stakes were full of rusty nails pointing upwards which were a serious hazard and therefore immediately removed. PCllr Browning added she had asked some of the children where these had come from and was told they had been found in William Wards field. It was agreed that a sign should be put up to state that such items should not be brought into the playing field, and Mr Worth was organising this. 

They had also noted that the overflow pipe had been cut off (not by the Parish Council or Mr Worth).

· Repairs to fence – to consider quotations. Three quotations had been sought. Stockton said they would inspect the location but have not yet come back with a price. Ed Richardson and Richard Browning were both too busy. Further quotes would be sought from Ian Harris and Malcolm Whitmore – Action The Clerk.
· RoSPA inspection – this had taken place and the report would be sent by early July.

12. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
Laburnham Cottage Fuel Tank – This is to be removed once the fuel has gone down in approximately 6 – 8 weeks.

Hedge on corner of Hatch Lane & Keysoe Row West – PCllr Bryans had reported the conifer hedge here is growing over onto the road. PCllr Worth had tried to contact the owners but had been unable to contact them. PCllr Bryans would therefore point this out to Highways at the next Parish Inspection to see if they could help.

Sunset Cottage, Bolnhurst – The new kerb is due here by mid August.

Gateways on B660 – Concern had been raised about the location of some of the gateways, and the fact that one appears to be missing on one side of the road. Highway had explained that gateways are always put at the point of a change in the speed limit, as a traffic calming feature, and this may not be at the natural entrance point to the village. The missing gate was because there is a pathway on that side of the road. This scheme would be reviewed when the Safety Officer carried out his inspection in the autumn.

Cats Eyes on B660 – PCllr Bryans had investigating the report that the cats eyes on the B660 on the bend by Nethercott Farm have been removed which is causing some drivers to mount the kerb as the bend is not clear. He had been advised that this is standard practice to remove cat’s eyes within a speed restriction area. There would be an inspection by the Safety Officer in the autumn, and this matter could be raised then. Any comments should be sent to PCllr Bryans.

13. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

Traffic Commissioners Enquiry, Vehicle Operators Licence Hope Acres - This had been attended by PCllrs Landmann & Bryans. The outcome would be known within 28 days. The applicant had stated he only needed the licence to enable him to hire vehicles in other areas of the country. No planning application had been submitted for the same reasons. However if a HGV is seen in the area, the Planning Enforcement Officer wishes to be notified.

Hidden Britain AGM – This was attended to PCllrs Turner & Bates. Two Chairmen had been appointed, and a secretary was still needed. They are looking to having a presence at the Village Show. To date five leaflets have been produced.

14. TO CONSIDER TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION WITH THE MAYOR AT THE JULY MEETING

It was decided to submit the following topics: Council Tax, Rural Transport & schools – Action The Clerk

15. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· BBC – Information about new grants available for developing play facilities. The Clerk was asked to enquire about types of facilities for skate boarders – Action The Clerk
· BBC - Invitation to Town & Parish Council Network 25/6/09 7pm, Borough Hall – PCllr Bryans would attend.

16. CLOSE OF BUSINESS – 8.45pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..
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