Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 16th MARCH 2009 AT 21.00 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Browning, PCllr Worth, PCllr Turner, PCllr Landmann, BCllr Clifton, 8 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk), Mr A Woodward 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING

CCllr Wootton 

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

None

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2009.
These were agreed to be a true record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Weight Restriction – BCC Highways would be proceeding with their plans for a 12 month trial period.

Mayors Visit – A provisional date of 20/7/09 had been set in the Mayors diary.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

Councillors and members of the public are reminded the Open Forum is the only part of the meeting that the public can participate in. Only Parish Councillors can take part in the remainder of the meeting.

Hope Acres – PCllr Browning asked if the enforcement notice could be chased. The Clerk and BCllr Clifton would do this.

Kissing Gate – PCllr Bryans had been approached by various elderly parishioners to ask if a kissing gate could be installed to replace the stile at the entrance to the copse at Keysoe Row West across to the burial ground. PCllr Landmann would look into it.

Playing Field – A request from the floor was made to use the playing field for the church fete on 4/7/09 and the Keysoe Village Show on 5/9/09. This was agreed.

Affordable Housing – A question was asked from the floor about why Hastoe Housing had already approached applicants, when the Parish Council had not even met with them yet. None of the Councillors were aware of such a letter; however PCllr Bates said he had understood the RHT were going to write to them to explain the situation, but perhaps this letter had come from Hastoe instead, as the RHT no longer existed. This would be raised with Hastoe when the Parish Council meet with them. Concern was also raised that Hastoe’s website shows very different criteria to the RHT. It was agreed that the RHT deal had been very favourable, and therefore unlikely to be replicated. BCllr Clifton pointed out that any criteria would have to be approved by Planning as acceptable for an affordable housing development.

The next steps would be for the Parish Council to meet with them and decide if they can come up with an acceptable arrangement. If the Parish Council wanted to proceed with them, then a public meeting was likely to be the next step for members of the parish to meet with them, but it was still early days. Any applicants would certainly have to reapply.

PCllr Bryans thanked the residents for raising these points, and it was agreed the Parish Councillors would review Hastoe’s website themselves before meeting with them.

6. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 08/03268/ADV Planning permission granted for the erection of directional sign board – Woodland Burial Site, Church Rd, Keysoe

· 06/02280/FUL notification of Appeal against enforcement notice issued as existing dwelling not demolished, plus notification of Hearing date of 6/5/09 10am Bedford Town Hall – Janet’s Place, Kimbolton Rd Keysoe

· 09/00044/FUL – Planning permission refused for 2 storey extension creating 2 storey element in middle of bungalow – Broadfields, Keysoe Row East

     PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

· 09/00235/FUL Erection of wind turbine (18m total height) - Westwood Farm, St Neots Rd Bolnhurst. There were no objections to this application.

7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                   £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account                £526.39

                   NALC – Quality portfolio return                   £7.05

8. REQUEST FROM FIRST RESPONDERS FOR GRANT OF £50 TO HELP WITH INITIAL RUNNING COSTS

A letter had been received requesting a grant of £50 to help with initial running costs. It was RESOLVED to agree to this request.

9. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

· Approach to Hastoe Housing - this meeting was scheduled for 26/3/09 at 1pm in the Village Hall.

10. PLAYING FIELD:

· Safety Inspections – PCllr Whitmore reported an inspection had taken place in February. All equipment was found to be satisfactory, and a rabbit hole was filled by PCllr Worth. She also confirmed that Jane Bell would be the liaison for the Village Hall Committee if any problems were detected during monthly inspections which involved the village hall land.  It was previously thought that these were only carried out annually, so Jane and Margaret had agreed it would not be necessary for Jane to be present at the more frequent inspections.

· Quotes for notice board – Four quotes had been obtained, and it was RESOLVED to accept the quote of £238 plus VAT from The Sign Stop, which Richard Browning had kindly offered to install free of charge. It was also agreed that the wording on the sign be altered to “…the nearest telephone is across the main road by the bus shelter”

The Clerk would arrange this.

· Youth Shelter - It was agreed the location of the Youth Shelter would be decided on 26/3/09.

· Gate - It was reported that the small gate spring was not working properly and PCllr Bates agreed to look into this
11. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
PCllr Worth confirmed he had reported 11 areas of frost damage on the public highway, and these reports had been given job numbers. He had also received an email from Stewart Briggs from BBC asking for any ideas for future improvements to the transport network.

12. PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS DEFERRED TO 2011(letter circulated prior to meeting)

A Letter had been received from BBC explaining that because of the new Unitary Council, all 2010 elections would have to be deferred to 2011 – this included Bolnhust & Keysoe Parish Council elections. All current Parish Councillors would therefore serve an extra year. The Clerk pointed out that a decision would have to be made by this Council about Quality Status Accreditation, and it was agreed to put it on the agenda later this year. In the meantime, The Clerk had registered for the free web site, and was now awaiting dates for training.

13. PARISH PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE

PCllr Bates explained this had now been issued and collected.  There had been a very good response and this was now the completion of the consultation period. PCllr Bryans had been approached by some people concerned about completing the personal data section. PCllr Landmann pointed out that this clearly stated it was optional, and PCllr Bates explained that this demographic data was very helpful when trying to assess the questionnaires. PCllr Bryans also raised concern about the question about Settlement Policy Areas. He expressed reservations about any untrained lay man being able to understand this concept, as it is very complex. He recommended that the Parish Plan Group be very wary of drawing any conclusions from the answers to this particular question, and his personal opinion was it should be ignored. PCllr Bates explained all the questions were suggested by and voted on by the Parish Plan Committee and approved by the BRCC, but he understood PCllr Bryans reservations and would pass them on to the committee. It was only included to try and gauge the views of residents on this topic, and the inclusion of any part of Keysoe in a Settlement Policy Area would be a Borough Council decision. 

14. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

Parish Council Liaison meeting 23/2/09 – This had been attended by PCllrs Landmann and Browning. The problems with snow on the highways had been very topical at the time, and the shortage of salt had been a problem. Bus routes were not always salting routes, and during the snow over 200 requests had been received for additional roads to be gritted.  There was also a crime update and a recycling update.
15. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· BBC – Launch of Street Champion Scheme, asking for volunteers to join this scheme to look out for litter, graffiti etc. Posters would be put on the notice boards.

16. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 10.20pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..
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