Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 17th AUGUST 2009 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bryans, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Richardson, PCllr Browning, PCllr Turner, PCllr Landmann, Mr A Woodward, 6 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk) 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

PCllr Bates, BCllr Clifton

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

There were none.

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 20TH JULY 2009.

These were approved.

It was noted that the approved minutes of the meeting held on 15th June 2009, included an error in item 13, which had not been previously noticed. It should read “Traffic Commissioners Enquiry, Vehicle Operators Licence The Old Stables Keysoe Row East”.
4. MATTERS ARISING
Post Office - A letter had been received explaining no additional service could be considered as the national standard was 90% of all households within 1 mile, and 99% within 3 miles.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

Tractors – A resident had raised a concern with PCllr Turner about inconsiderate driving by tractor drivers. The Parish Council considered this was a busy time of year for farmers, and there was little they could do to influence their driving at this late stage in the season.

Playing Field Signs – PCllr Whitmore reported the “no dogs allowed” sign had been broken, and the general sign had been vandalised. The Clerk was asked to get these repaired, and it was felt metal might be better for the “no dogs allowed” sign – Action The Clerk
Playing Field Usage Count – PCllr Whitmore explained there had been a request from BBC for the Parish Council to carry out usage counts. This had already been discussed at the last meeting and PCllr Bates had advised BBC that the Parish Council did not feel this was practical. PCllr Whitmore would advise BBC again.

Mobile Library – PCllr Whitmore explained the mobile library service may be withdrawn if it is not better utilised. The next visit is on 28/8/09.

Village Show – PCllr Landmann asked if the Playing field gates could be locked to keep the marquee secure overnight. This was agreed to.

Benches – PCllr Landmann explained the new bench for the playing field was being installed in its agreed position shortly, and it had been suggested that the other 2 benches be moved at the same time, so that all three are positioned along the rear wall of the village hall. It was agreed that this would be sensible.

The White Horse PH – Mr Ellerington read out a letter expressing great concern about the future of the White Horse, which he believed was in the process of being converted into a dwelling. He was disappointed that the brewery had accepted a bid prior to auction, which in his opinion did not allow a competitive bid to be accepted to run it as a pub. He asked that the Parish Council consider asking for an Enforcement Notice coupled with a Stop Order be requested, to stop the current works which he believed did not have planning consent, plus it is a Grade II listed building.

PCllr Browning explained she had been approached by a number of residents raising similar concerns. She had spoken to Planning who had arranged for a Conservation Officer to visit site today to ensure the terms of the Grade II listing had not been affected. There would be a further site meeting tomorrow with Planning Officers, and they are under the impression a Planning Application is going to be submitted, but details are currently unknown. She suggested the Parish Council could decide on its views on the future use of the premises before the Planning Application came in, and advise Planning. 

The new owner of the building, Mrs Sue Roberts asked if she and her family could fully explain the position before the Parish Council considered their views. She explained that they had purchased the property but are currently undecided about its future use. They have erected a mobile home in the rear of the property, as the building is inhabitable at the moment. They applied for planning consent for the mobile home some weeks ago, and are awaiting a response. The current work on the property is clearing out the debris and junk left in and around the building only. None of the fabric of the building has been touched, and none of the pub fixtures and fittings have been removed. The Conservation Officer who visited today was happy that the Grade II fabric of the building had not been affected. They are currently undecided about the future use of the property and are meeting with Planning Officers tomorrow to help them consider their options. One of the options is to continue running it as a pub if it is viable.

Mr Woodward and PCllr Browning explained to the new owners that it had always been a thriving, well used pub in the past, and that the problems had only occurred in recent years, when tenants had been faced with high rents. They urged the new owners to take this into account when considering their options.

It was agreed that rather than discuss the matter now, it would be added to the next agenda to give the Parish Council the opportunity to consider their views on this matter, and give parishioners the opportunity to make any comments.

Mayor of Bedford – It was with regret that the recent death of Mr Branston was noted. The Clerk would send the Parish Councils condolences to his family – Action The Clerk

6. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION

· 09/01153/FUL Planning Consent granted (with conditions) Construction of  
            cross over and new access road – Wychtree Farm, Keysoe Row West

· 09/00026/ENFNOT – Appeal against enforcement notice withdrawn – Hope 

            Acres, Keysoe Row East

APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

· 09/01350/FUL Single storey log cabin/summer house in rear

                          garden – Freddies Cottage, Keysoe Row West

There were no objections raised.

7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                   £20.00

BRCC Membership                                     £30.00

BDO Stoy Hayward – Audit fee                 £155.25

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account                 £456.27

      J Maddison – playing field                         £616.40
8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

PCllr Bryans explained there was little that could be added at this stage. Hastoe 

Housing would be contacting the Parish Council with anonymous details of applicants in due course, but in the meantime had put together a revised plan to reduce the number of houses to 7, as to date there had been far fewer registers of interest than expected.

9. PLAYING FIELD

Letter received regarding skate boarding (circulated prior to meeting) PCllr Whitmore had managed to establish that a project of this nature would be likely to cost in excess of £20,000.00. The Parish Council would also have to significantly increase its public liability insurance. As most of this funding would probably have to be funded by the Precept, the Parish Council would have to be certain that this expenditure would be supported by residents before commencing on such a scheme. Suitable land would need to be sought, as the remaining free land behind the village hall does not belong to the Parish Council. Once land had been indentified the Parish Council would then need to establish that there would be no objections from immediate neighbours, and planning consent would have to be sought.

In considering the above points the Parish Council felt that the project did not seem viable. However it was noted that Tom Parrs letter was well written. The Clerk would reply to the letter – Action The Clerk
10. WEBSITE UPDATE

The Clerk explained the free website provided by Bedford Borough Council is now up and running, and she would be able to put agendas and minutes on it each month. Mr Woodward would put the web address in the Village Voice. The address is http://bolnhurstkeysoe.bedsparishes.gov.uk/
11. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
Oil Tank Laburnham Cottage – PCllr Bryans reported Highways are monitoring the situation to ensure it is not refilled.
Hedge Cutting – This is due shortly, depending on availability of appropriate staff.
Weight Restriction – The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from BBC confirming that the Weight restriction planned by BCC is now not going ahead until further work is done to create an overall freight strategy for the whole region.

Speed restrictions and gateways – PCllr Landmann asked if the new authority could reconsider the revised speed restrictions and associated gateways installed by BCC, as they may take on board the Parish Councils comments previously made to BCC. PCllr Bryans would ask for this to reconsidered – Action PCllr Bryans
12. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

None attended.

13. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
Boundary Committee – Comments invited on size of BBC by 14/9/09 – PCllrs would review the website – http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/boundary-reviews
Beds & Luton NHS Mental Health and Social Care Trust – Invitation to AGM 23/9/09 
14. CLOSE OF BUSINESS - 8.35pm
Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..
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