BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting was held on  18th January 2010 in Keysoe Village Hall at 7.30pm

Present: PCllr S Bates, PCllr M Whitmore, PCllr R Bryans, PCllr E Richardson, PCllr J Browning, PCllr E Landmann, BCllr I Clifton, Mrs G Wiggs (Clerk), Mr A Woodward, 13 Members of the public

Prior to the meeting there was an update form Brian Hayward from BBC Highways on proposals for a pedestrian crossing at The Rows. This had been allocated funding for 2010/11. The site was problematic, and the only safe solution was to site the crossing further north of the village hall, with an access path from the village hall car park. It is hoped a pedestrian crossing (with traffic lights) can be installed as opposed to a zebra crossing. He will also do a cost analysis for lights at the crossroads, but this is likely to be too expensive. He will also contact Helen Fairhurst of Wychtree Farm to see if the hedging can be reduced to help visibility. Mr Hayward will draw up plans for presenting to a future meeting. It is hoped the scheme will be installed Spring/Summer 2010.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


      PCllr Turner
2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

None declared
3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 16th November 2009 AND THE PLANNING MEETING 21st December 2009.


      These were approved.

4. MATTERS ARISING


      There were none.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK
Grit Boxes – PCllr Browning reported some of these were empty. It was  also suggested that a new grit box could be installed in Keysoe Row East at the second bend. PCllr Bryans would report this – Action PCllr Bryans

Bad weather – PCllr Bryans had been approached by residents to ask if the Parish Council could pass on thanks to DSD & Cedar Coaches for continuing their service throughout the recent snow. The Clerk would do this – Action The Clerk
Corner Markers – PCllr Richardson reported missing corner markers on some of the S bends coming from Bedford – Action PCllr Bryans

Affordable Housing – PCllr Bates reported Alistair Burt had telephoned him that day and asked if a meeting could be held with Hastoe once the plans are ready. He had also indicated he would email PCllr Bates but this had not yet arrived. It was asked from the floor if Planners would be invited to that meeting. PCllr Bates said he was unsure on the protocol for Planners to attend such a meeting before the plans have been submitted.

The Parish Council were asked if they had looked at the Section 106 Agreement yet. It was explained that this will not be written by the Planners until after the Planning Application has been submitted. Residents who had talked to BBC duty officer had been given the impression that the S106 agreement is usually only loosely applied, and a local resident on band 4 would not usually take priority over a non resident on band 2 or 3.

PCllr Bates reiterated that the Parish Council will have an input into the contents of the S106 which will be specifically drawn up for this site and it would stay with the properties for life. The Head of Housing - John Morris had confirmed by email that the terms of the S106 agreement will override the standard arrangements for allocating housing. PCllr Richardson pointed out that the allocation arrangements contained in it will give priority to local people -  not exclusivity.

It was also asked why Hastoe had received applications from non residents. PCllr Bates explained that anyone can apply via BBC, and if they are not eligible their application will be refused.

Parish Plan – An enquiry was made about the progress with this. PCllr Bates explained it is moving forward slowly.

6. PLANNING:

     DECISION NOTICES RECEIVED:

· 09/02713/AGR – Planning consent not required for erection of greenhouse – Myers Hill Farm, Kimbolton Rd Bolnhurst

7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following were approved:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                      £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account                    £541.86
      A Summerfield – Grass                                 £575.00

8. BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2010/11 (see appendix 1)
It was RESOLVED to set the Precept at £9000.00

9. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

      PCllr Bates advised that as discussed in the Open Forum, and email  

      was expected shortly from Alistair Burt MP. The new contact at Hastoe is    

      Elizabeth Leyland. She expected the Plans to be ready in February. PCllr  

      Whitmore pointed out that someone had taken down all the notices  

      previously put up about the scheme, which was very disappointing.
10. QUALITY STATUS REACCREDITATION

       It was RESOLVED to apply for reaccreditation when it becomes due in November 2010. The Clerk would put the necessary steps in place, and send details out about the “Democracy Champion” – Action The Clerk

11. GRASS CUTTING – 
Problems with BBC contractor Nov 09 – The Clerk had spoken to BBC who apologised for the fact that their contractors had cut the grass in the Parish in error. The poor quality had also been pointed out, and it had been explained that this was one of their full width cuts that they carry out every 3 years. It was commented that in actual fact the full width cut had been very good.

It was RESOLVED to renew the contract with Alan Summerfield for 4 more years. This excludes the playing field which would be carried out by John Maddison.
12. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING


The Clerk would make the arrangements and send the invitations, to the usual local representatives. 

13. LAND FOR SALE IN CHURCH ROAD  
PCllr Bates reported there was no news, other than the boundary fence had not been erected.

14. PLAYING FIELD
PCllr Whitmore the recent inspection had shown it to be in good

condition.
15. INFORMATION BOARD FOR KEYSOE 


 PCllr Bates reported this would have local walks displayed, plus local    

        historical information. Mr Woodward offered to assist.

16. ELECTORAL REVIEW UPDATE  

The results of the review were still unknown. PCllr Richardson expressed 
concern that the electoral wards may influence school catchments, but it 
was not thought there has ever been any correlation between these two 
matters.

17. HIGHWAYS 

Hedges – BBC have now written to land owners asking them to cut their hedges where appropriate.
Missing Cats Eyes – The B660 in the 40 mph area to the South of Nethercroft Farm has been inspected three times. The Safety Officer believes that these bends in a speed restriction area are safer without cat's eyes. If problems do occur the situation can be reviewed.
Pot Holes – There are large numbers of pot holes throughout the region following the snow which Highways will work their way through once the snow has fully passed. There is also damage to the verges in the Rows caused by large vehicles such as removal vans.

18. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

      JAG Meeting – cancelled due to bad weather

19. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· Mayor of Bedford – Invitation to Community Safety Forum – 28/1/10 5.30pm Mowsbury Golf Club. The Clerk would send the details to PCllr Turner

· Royal British Legion – thank you for donation
· Bedfordshire Police – Introductory letter from new Inspector – Gavin Hughes Rowland (circulated prior to meeting)

· Mayor of Bedford – Invitation to Rural Transport Meeting 8/2/10 7.30pm Ravensden Village Hall.. PCllr Bryans asked for any comments on this topic to be forwarded to him.
· Email from resident asking for extension to bus service (circulated prior to meeting). PCllr Bryans would deal with this at the above meeting.
20. CLOSE OF BUSINESS


The Meeting closed at 9.10pm
Signed………………………..…………            Date……………………
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