Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 20th APRIL 2009 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Browning, PCllr Worth, PCllr Turner, BCllr Clifton, 8 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk), Mr A Woodward 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING

PCllr Landmann 

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

None

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16TH MARCH 2009.
These were agreed to be a true record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Hope Acres – The legal notice was issued on 10/2/09. It took effect on 24/3/09 and the site should be vacated by 24/5/09. However they expect an appeal.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK
Cats Eyes on B660 – PCllr Bryans had received a report that the cats eyes on the B660 on the bend by Nethercott Farm are missing. This is causing some drivers to mount the kerb as the bend is not clear. PCllr Worth explained that the cats eyes do pop out from time to time and he would report it.
Hedge on corner of Hatch Lane & Keysoe Row West – PCllr Bryans reported the conifer hedge here is growing over onto the road. PCllr Worth would talk to the owners in the first instance.
Crossing on B660 by the Playing Field – PCllr Browning asked for an update on this previous request. PCllr Worth reminded the Parish Council that the request was being evaluated by the Highways Safety Team, but would cost in the region of £15k - £20k. Mr Woodward commented that the Playing Field is very popular, with 17 children using it when he was there recently. The Clerk would request an update

Affordable Housing – Members of the public asked for an update on the meeting with Hastoe Housing. PCllr Bates explained that the matter would be discussed under item 11 on the agenda. The meeting had been an introductory meeting only, as Hastoe had not yet had a chance to properly evaluate the project as they had not yet received the plans at the time of the meeting. However they were very professional in their approach, and the terms and conditions for the scheme sounded favourable. Since the meeting Hastoe have received the plans, and have also recruited 2 ex RHT employees to work on the project which they have in their budget for 2009/10. An open day would be arranged as soon as possible. Concern was raised from the floor that Hastoe is a Limited Company who were answerable to share holders rather than a charity like the RHT, and the Parish Council was asked to bear this in mind. It was also suggested that the Parish Council obtain the terms and conditions for the scheme in writing. The validity of the needs survey and the proposed location was also questioned, as there is no longer a pub in the vicinity and the school is at risk of closure. Planning had confirmed they are still happy to use the data in the needs survey.
New Speed Limits on B660 – Concern was raised from the floor about the excessive street furniture in the Parish since the new speed limits had been introduced. PCllr Worth explained these concerns were raised by the Parish Council during the consultation, and alternatives had been suggested. The Highways Authority had unfortunately decided not to take on board the Parish Councils views and suggestions.

Weight Restriction – BCllr Clifton reported he is still trying to get the route altered even though the order has already been approved. It was noted that the road in Renhold had already been narrowed so it would no longer be able to take this traffic.

6. PLANNING:

     PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

· 09/00704/FUL Single storey side extension & 2 storey side/rear extension – Barn Cottage Keysoe Row West

There were no objections raised.

· 09/00567/FUL Erection of club house, provision of access tracks & change of use from agricultural to recreational land for fishing Bolnhurst Fishing Club, School Lane, Bolnhurst

There were no objections raised.

· 09/00175/COU Change of use of land to burial ground – St Mary’s Church, Church Rd, Keysoe

There were no objections raised.

· 09/00483/FUL & 09/00484/LBC – Demolition of single storey garage and construction of 2 storey extension – Kynance Cottage, Keysoe Row West

There were no objections raised.

· 09/00509/FUL Construction of crossover and new access road – Wychtree Farm, Keysoe Row West

Concern was raised that parking across the access gate was still happening, causing visibility problems at the junction. Whilst there were no objections to the application, The Clerk was asked to request a condition be placed on the application to restrict this practice.

· 09/00608/FUL Erection of new entrance porch – Yeoman Farm House Keysoe Row East

There were no objections raised.

7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                    £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account
         £452.57


      The Sign Shop – Playing field sign            £273.70


      Bolnhurst & Keysoe First Responders         £50.00

      J Maddison – playing field hedge               £202.40

PCllr Bryans pointed out that Cicely Holland had done an excellent job planting flowers around the war memorial, and asked that the Clerk thank her for this work.

8. CLERKS ANNUAL SALARY REVIEW (details circulated prior to meeting) 

It was RESOLVED to increase the salary to point 23 of the NALC pay scales with effect from April 2009.

9. GRANTS TOWARDS CHURCH BURIAL GROUNDS

It was RESOLVED to award £150 to each church towards the cost of maintaining the two burial grounds in the Parish. PCllr Whitmore suggested these grants could be increased in the future. PCllr Bates suggested the churches could request more in future, for the Parish Council to consider.

10. REQUEST FROM BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE TO CONSIDER CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS PURCHASE OF A SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE (circulated prior to meeting)
This request was discussed. As the budget had already been set for this year, there is no funding currently available. The Parish Council were not convinced that all 15 Parish Councils would be interested and therefore the donation needed would be much larger than suggested. The Clerk pointed out the VAT could not be claimed back by individual Parish Councils without a VAT invoice addressed to each authority. It was also understood the SID could only be used in 30mph zones. Overall the Parish Council were of the opinion that their Parishioners would not wish to fund this purchase, as it would have to be by increasing the Precept element of their Council Tax, and they already pay a proportion of their Council Tax to fund policing.

11. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

The Parish Council had met with Hastoe Housing, and found them professional. However at the time of the meeting they had not received the plans for the scheme so it was really just and introductory meeting. Since the meeting they had received the plans and had employed 2 ex RHT employees to work on the project which was in their budget for 2009/10.

It was RESOLVED to progress the matter further with Hastoe, in order to see their detailed proposals.

 It was agreed that it would be sensible to set up a meeting with the Parish Council before the Public Meeting, and ask for full details of:

a) Selection Criteria

b) Letting Agreement

c) Shared Ownership Agreements

d) Policy on one person being given a two bedroom property

e) Costs for Shared Ownership & Rental

The Clerk would write to Hastoe and request this, on receipt of the contact details from PCllr Bates.

12. PLAYING FIELD

Youth Shelter – This was due to be erected on 21/4/09

Notice Board – This had been received and Mr Browning would erect it at his earliest convenience.

Gate – This appeared to working OK at the moment as PCllr Worth had attended to it.

WI Bench – It was agreed that the bench should be installed against the outside of the village hall at the stage end, between the large gates and the first set of fire doors.

 

PCllr Whitmore offered thanks to Jane Bell for removing the wood, thanks to PCllr Worth for removing the bricks, and thanks to Alan Woodward for planting the shrubs. 

13. PLAY RANGERS FEEDBACK

The Parish Councillors would complete the feedback form after the meeting.

14. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION

PCllr Worth reported a blocked drain on Keysoe Row East by the school had been reported to Highways.

15. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

There were no reports.

16. PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY FOR BOLNHURST WARD WITH EFFECT FROM 19/5/09

PCllr Worth had tended his resignation from 19th May 2009. The Clerk had advised the Borough Council, and the formal notices would be issued. Vacancy notices would be advertised on the notice boards and in the Village Voice.

 The Parish Council thanked PCllr Worth all his hard work as a Parish Councillor.

17. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· BCC – goodbye letter & commemorative book – file.

· BBC Planning – update on progress with Allocations & Designations Plan – PCllr Bates took to circulate.

· BBC Planning – Briefings on Policy CP14 & Buildings for Life – PCllr Bates took to circulate.

18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS – 9pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..

PAGE  
1

