Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 20TH JULY 2009 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Browning, PCllr Turner, PCllr Landmann, PCllr Bryans, BCllr Clifton, Mr A Woodward, 8 members of the public, Gill Cowie & Ronald Mckay from BBC for the Mayors item only, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk) 
Prior to the meeting, Mr Frank Branson, Mayor of Bedford addressed the Parish. He talked about 2 key issues – Schools and Rural Transport.

Rural Transport – He explained that an “Oyster card” system was being considered, whereby taxis could be used in rural areas at a low cost. A trial is about to take place in 4 parishes. The northern section of the Bedford Western Bypass is currently on hold pending funding, and a petition has been raised with central government regarding this.

Schools – The 3 tier to 2 tier consultation period ends 24/7/09. All Lower schools are earmarked to remain open. They may need to build additional classroom, or utilise the sites of closed middle schools. The decision would be made using the established “conflict resolution” system if needed. £340m had been made available from central government to fund the change for secondary schools. Loans may be needed in addition to this. So far only 7 out of the 56 local schools had stated their objections to 2 tier. 

The Development of Bedford is still going ahead, but the developers are currently holding back due to the financial situation.

PCllr Bates thanked Mr Branson for addressing the Parish. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

PCllr Richardson, PCllr Whitmore

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

There were none

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 15th June 2009.

These were approved.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Painting of basket ball posts and goals – This had been carried out.

Play Equipment grants - The Clerk had established this funding did not include provision of facilities for skate boarders.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

Mobile Post Office – PCllr Landmann suggested the Parish Council enquire if this could come to Keysoe – Action The Clerk

Speeding – Concern about speeding was raised. PCllr Turner gave out police report forms for members of the public to use to report such matters.

Hedges – Concern was raised about overgrown hedges. PCllr Bryans explained all hedges were due to be cut back after 1/8/09

Affordable Housing – An update on the open day was requested. PCllr Bates explained we had not received one yet. A comment was made that the Highways department were not happy to support the planning application with the current junction being so dangerous. The Parish Council explained that this observation may now help us get the junction improved, as we had requested in the past, and also support our request for a crossing.

The White Horse – It was commented that this was sold prior to auction recently, but the buyer is currently unknown.

Bulky Waste Collection – Mr Woodward observed this not as well utilised as usual this time, although PCllr Landmann commented that when she went later in the day, it had been busier.

6. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION

· 09/00594/FUL Application withdrawn for 2 Storey extension, replacement conservatory and new dormer to existing roof – Vicarage Farm, Church Rd, Keysoe

· 09/2094686 Appeal dismissed for Janet’s Place, Kimbolton Rd Keysoe

· 09/01063/FUL – Permission granted for erection of wind turbine – Westwood Farm, St Neots Rd Bolnhurst

· 07/00603/UNAUTU – Appeal received against enforcement notice i)change of use of land to residential including siting of a caravan, ii) installation of septic tank iii) hard standing & patio iv) alterations to existing wood structure  - Hope Acres, Keysoe Row East 

7. BROADFIELDS KEYSOE ROW WEST – to consider request from architect for a pre meeting prior to submission of planning application. It was agreed that a small number of Parish Councillors would be happy to meet with him. The Clerk would arrange this – Action The Clerk
8. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                   £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account
         £480.97

Playsafety Ltd – RoSPA inspection           £75.90


      Mr J Worth – sign for playing field            £49.45

      The Colour Shop – newsletter printing      £62.00

      A Summerfield – grass cutting                  £1150.00

9. EXTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT 2008/9

The Clerk reported the External Auditors report had been received which showed no anomalies or issues to report.

10. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Letter from Alistair Burt MP (circulated prior to meeting)

It was observed that Mr Burt had been mis informed about the terms of the arrangements with Hastoe. The Clerk was asked to write to him to explain this – Action The Clerk

11. PLAYING FIELD

Repairs to fence - Two quotes had been received. £195 from AJ’s, and £75 from McAllisters. It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation from McAllisters – Action The Clerk
RoSPA inspection (circulated prior to meeting) & Inspection report by John Worth. The Clerk read out the report by John Worth which included comments on the ROSPA report. He had attended to most of the matters raised by ROSPA. It was RESOLVED to advise BBC about the matter concerning the Gyro Spiral – Action The Clerk.

No other action was deemed necessary.
To consider any changes to the Playing Field Sign – It was RESOLVED to remove “No bicycles, skate boards, skates or scooters” – Action The Clerk

Lottery Fund Inspection – This had been carried out, and had been very highly rated. The Parish Council had been asked to carry out ongoing counts of users by the Play Rangers, but PCllr Bates had explained that this was not possible.

Skate boarding - PCllr Bryans had received a letter from a parishioner enquiring about the opportunity to provide skate board facilities in the playing field. The Clerk would acknowledge the letter and add it to next month’s agenda – Action The Clerk

12. THE OLD STABLES KEYSOE ROW EAST – outcome of public enquiry (circulated prior to meeting)

The Parish Council noted that the Inspector had approved the application for an HGV Licence with conditions attached.

13. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
PCllr Bryans reported he met Stewart Briggs on 9/7/09. The following points emerged:-

1) Amey would continue to act as the contractor but Mr Briggs’ department would commission work and monitor it. All problems should be reported to Andy Prigmore at BBC, and if no satisfactory resolution occurred brought to Mr Briggs’ attention. The help desk would continue to operate for the time being but it was hoped to introduce a computerised system whereby highways problems could be logged by a complainant, given a job number and progress monitored. It was anticipated that this would be operational by the autumn.

2) During a drive around the Parish a number of problems were identified:

· Overhanging vegetation which obscured road signs particularly at the southern end of Bolnhurst on B660

· Overhanging hedges particularly at Hatch End and over the footpath on the B660 outside no’s 1-5 Mill Hill

· Erosion of carriageway opposite Silver Birches Bolnhurst

· Removal of cat’s eyes between 30mph and 40 mph signs on B660 by Nethercroft

· Single ornamental gate On B660 to the north of Nethercroft by 30mph sign.

Mr Briggs promised to log these and deal with foliage by sending a gang out to cut it back after 1/8/09. The other problems needed checking with the old county council records but action was expected to be taken with next three or four months.

14. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

Town and Parish Partnership Meeting 25th June 2009 - PCllr Bryans reported the meeting was led by David Brewer Head of Partnership and Community Engagement BBC. He outlined the complex system which has been set up to allow consultation between the Borough and the PCs and various focus groups. During discussion the following points emerged:-

· Parish Councils were the most representative of the various consulted groupings and greater weight must be given to their views than those of various single issue focus groups.

· Rural issues and needs were often different to those of the town and policies of the one size fits all type must not be evolved by the Borough.

· The strategic headings evolved so far meant little to rural communities.

· Smaller PCs might have to band together to get their voices heard. This was a suggestion from Dean and Shelton

· If we have a burning issue which needs airing we can contact David Brewer who will arrange for us to meet with the appropriate part of the consultative structure to get our voice heard.

· The Borough is working on an updated document which tells PCs and others who to contact about various issues. This will be sent to Clerks in hard copy form and will available on the Borough’s web site.

Hidden Britain - PCllrs Turner & Bates reported that Keysoe is now being considered for this scheme. They are in the process of considering an appropriate location and wording for an information board. Mr Woodward would forward some historical information that may be able to be used.

15. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· DSD Contracting – Request for location details of all litter bins & dog waste bins

· BBC – Notification of road closure: section of Keysoe Row West at Hatch Lane end 22/8/09 9.30am – 3.30pm (circulated prior to meeting)

· BBC – Invitation to a presentation on Electoral Review – 21/7/09 7.45pm Borough Hall

· Alistair Burt MP – Invitation to meeting on Rural Crime on 6/8/09 6.30pm, Renhold Village Hall – PCllr Turner would attend.
· BBC – Update on progress with Bedford Development Framework – most potential sites for development are now available for viewing on BBC’s planning web site. Public Consultation expected early 2010.

· St Dunstan’s Church – Thank you for donation towards upkeep of church yard.

16. CLOSE OF BUSINESS – 9.20pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..
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