Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 15th SEPTEMBER 2008 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Browning, PCllr Landmann, PCllr J Worth, PCllr Turner, 10 members of the public, and Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk).

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING
PCllr Bryans, BCllr Clifton, CCllr Wootton

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

PCllrs Bates, Whitmore, Browning, Landmann & Turner had been awarded dispensation by Bedford Borough Council Standards Committee, to debate and vote on the topic of the Allocations and Designations Development Plan, which includes Settlement Policy Areas (agenda item 18)

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 18TH AUGUST 2008.
With two amendments, these were agreed to be a true record.

4. MATTERS ARISING
MOD Cage – the Clerk was still dealing with this as it had taken some investigative work to establish the current owners. It is believed that the Elliot family own the cage, and she has written to them about it.

Hope Acres – BBC were in the process of issuing an enforcement notice to get the caravan removed.

Overgrown hedges – PCllr Browning reported this was now in hand

Installation of Dolphin – PCllr Whitmore reported this was still under dispute between the installers and the manufacturers.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK
Ditches – PCllr Landmann commented on the benefit of PCllr Worth’s good working relationship with the Highways representatives. She had recently reported a problem with ditches which had been responded to very quickly.
New footpath from playing field – PCllr Browning raised concern about children from the playing field running out onto the highway, and whether Highways would install a new footpath and crossing, in light of the new hazard created by the increased children now using the Playing Field. PCllr Worth would raise the matter with Highways.
Affordable Rural Housing – questions were raised from the floor about the need for this housing and the suitability of its proposed location in light of number of speeding cars using Keysoe Row West. PCllr Bates explained the results of the survey, and the validity of these were discussed. He also explained that as part of the planning application process the suitability of the highway would be considered. Others raised the point that the Parish needs this type of housing for future generations of local people. A question was asked about how we could ensure the properties would be occupied by local people, and PCllr Bates explained that “local connections” was the first criteria applied. In addition to that, a far fewer number of properties were being built, than the survey had indicated there was demand for, and by doing this it was hoped this would ensure only local people occupy the properties. The Parish Council was asked what research they had done into schemes in other parishes. PCllr Whitmore explained Parish Councillors had visited several other schemes and spoken to neighbours and residents in those areas.

Settlement Policy Area – A question was asked how the public would be consulted on this. PCllr Bates explained an article had been put in the Village Voice stating the matter was on the agenda tonight. The agenda had stated how the documents could be viewed by the public. It was very early stages at the moment, but opinions could also be passed on to the Parish Council by the Parish Plan Group, once they have completed their surveys. It was commented from the floor that a policy of some sort is definitely needed, as there is a need for smaller houses for down sizing.

Palmers Sport Bund – A concern was raised that part of the bund had collapsed and the fence has been breached. PCllr Bates and the Clerk would raise this with Jonathan Palmer

6. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 07/03277/FUL – Appeal dismissed against decision to refuse 

permission for conversion of barn to 4 residential units Greensbury    



Farm Thurleigh Rd Bolnhurst

PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR DISCUSSION:

· 08/02357/FUL 2 Storey and single storey rear extension – Sundew, Wybridge, Keysoe

There were no objections raised.
· 08/02243/S73 Erection of ménage & horse walker incl. floodlighting (already carried out) – Wychtree Farm, Keysoe Row West, Keysoe

Concern was raised over the parking provision, and it was agreed that no objections would be raised providing there was adequate parking.

· 08/01195/S73 Erection of replacement dwelling. Removal of condition 2 from planning permission 06/02880/FUL requiring demolition of original dwelling – Janets Place, Kimbolton Rd, Keysoe.

It was agreed that no objection would be raised providing that the property could not be used as a dwelling.

7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

Mr G Beverley – Bus Shelter                           £15.00

BBC – new bin at village hall                        £399.50

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account
                  £519.21



      BCC – contribution to VAS                          £2500.00
8. PLAYING FIELD – 

· Repairs to gate – The Clerk had received an estimate of £150 for Bespoke Fencing, and a firm quote of £160 from Stockton. Ian Harris had stated he could not do the work until late October and it would cost be in excess of £160. It was RESOLVED to accept the quote from Stockton.

· Safety inspection report (circulated prior to meeting). The contents were noted. PCllr Whitmore reported the remedial work was in hand.

· Official Opening – PCllr Whitmore reported she and PCllr Bates had met with Steve Tomlin and his team to discuss this. It would go ahead on 11th October 2008 at 2pm. Steve’s team would organise the events for the day and most of the publicity. The Parish Council would need to take care of local publicity within the Parish, and this was in hand. It was agreed to invite Sue Norman, Tom Wootton and family, Mr and Mrs Ian Clifton, and Edna Gear. It was agreed that if the weather was poor, the event would move inside the hall. PCllr Browning would arrange for the bar to be open. Parental consent would be needed for the publication of photographs of any children, but the BBC team would be dealing with that. PCllr Whitmore suggested that Katie Maddison be asked to carry out the official opening, and this was agreed to be a good idea. 

· Responsibility & Liability – PCllr Worth pointed out that although PCllr Browning had stated at the August meeting the Village Hall Committee were responsible for any accidents resulting from their safety issues highlighted on the annual safety report, legal liability actually lies with the Trustees.  PCllr Browning pointed out that the Village Hall Committee had not met since the latest safety report was issued, so they had not yet had an opportunity to consider the report. It was agreed that the Clerk would send the last two safety reports to the Village Hall Committee with a copy to the Trustees  
· Matting – PCllr Landmann enquired whether further protective matting should be put down between the gate and the concrete. PCllr Bates would review the plans, and it was agreed to keep an eye on the area.

· Notice Board – PCllr Bates to chase.

9. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

There were none

10. UPDATE ON NEW VAS
The Clerk reported the new VAS had now been approved and would be installed by 30th December 2008. It was be installed as close to the count point as possible. The contribution of £2500 had been requested, and the cheque had been raised. PCllr Worth reported he had spoken to all the neighbouring residents about this.
11. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
Nothing to report
12. BOLNHURST BUS ROUTE

PCllr Worth reported a letter had been sent to all affected residents of Bolnhurst, asking them to raise any concerns to Simon Ayres. Since then Simon had received no comments or concerns at all. It was therefore concluded that no further action would be taken.

The Clerk reported that Simon Ayres had confirmed that the bus does continue to points beyond Little Staughton on request to the driver. He had been assured by the proprietor that any reluctance on the part of drivers to do this may be accounted for by the fact that there has been some staff turnover at Cedar Coaches recently, and not all the new drivers may be familiar with existing arrangements.

 

13. RURAL HOUSING TRUST – 

· Emails & letters from Mrs A Clark, Mr & Mrs Franklin/Mr & Mrs 
Priestley & Mr R Smith (circulated prior to meeting). It was agreed that the Clerk would reply to the letter from The Franklins and Priestleys.
· A letter had also been received today from Mary Clay supporting the 
scheme, and congratulating the Chairman on the way he has handled the objections raised. The Clerk would reply
14. PARISH OWNED LAND AT KEYSOE ROW WEST – The Clerk reported that she and PCllr Bryans had been looking into this. There was no original written agreement, and it is a long standing verbal agreement only. The solicitors had advised the Elliot’s that an assignment was adequate as the land was relatively small, and the verbal agreement had been in place for over 50 years. PCllr Bryans had expressed concern about this, and believed a written agreement should be set up to protect the asset of the parish, which could be worth a considerable sum in the future if it were ever able to be developed on. The solicitors could do this for £150.00. The Parish Council discussed the matter at length and decided the proposed assignment was adequate. It was RESOLVED not to draw up a written agreement. The Clerk would therefore proceed with the assignment

15. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY –It was RESOLVED to donate £75.00. PCllr Bryans would be invited to lay the wreath. The Clerk would order the wreath.

16. HANDYMAN VACANCY - PCllr Browning had spoken to Cicely Holland, who was happy to undertake the work. It was RESOLVED to offer her the position at £5 per shelter, with 4 shelters needing one hours work each month. The Clerk would arrange this, and a thank you letter for George Beverley.

17. OLD STABLES KEYSOE ROW EAST – An application for a licence for the operation of 5 goods vehicles had been advertised in the Beds on Sunday. PCllr Bates had spoken to the applicant who had advised him he was only applying for the licence to enable him to hire goods vehicles and did not intend to use them at this location. He had offered to put this in writing but this letter had not been received. The Parish Council did not consider the location of the surrounding highway suitable for this type of vehicle and it was therefore RESOLVED to object to this application. The Clerk would submit this.

18. SETTLEMENT POLICY AREA CONSULTATION – The Parish Council discussed the consultation documents received. The Parish Council were keen to do as much as possible to protect the rural nature of the parish, however it was accepted that there was a limited demand for some smaller privately owned properties, and the future sustainability of the community had to be considered.  After much discussion two votes were taken on question 2 of the consultation. 

i) It was RESOLVED  that in answer to question 2 of the consultation, the Parish Council did not consider that Bolnhurst is a suitable location for an SPA.

ii) It was RESOLVED  that in answer to question 2 of the consultation, the Parish Council did consider that Keysoe could be a suitable location for an SPA, as there is a limited demand for some smaller privately owned properties. Two Councillors abstained from this vote.
The Survey was completed for submission.

It was agreed to put an article in the Village Voice explaining the above, and give Parishioners details of where they could view the documents

19. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· Invitation to a meeting of the Parish & Town Councils 



  LAA Reference Group – 30/10/08, Rufus Centre Flitwick, 9.30am –

  1pm

· BCC Invitation to Town & Parish Council reception – 25/11/08 
County Hall 6pm, or 27/11/08 Rufus Centre Flitwick 6pm  - PCllrs      Worth & Bates would attend

· BPFA – Invitation to seminar on managing play areas - £15 per 
delegate. 25/10/08 9.30am – 12.30pm Shuttleworth – PCllr Turner would attend

20. CLOSE OF BUSINESS – 10.10pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..

