Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN KEYSOE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 16TH APRIL 2007 AT 19:30 HOURS
1. MEMBERS PRESENT: Cllr. Mrs Whitmore (Chairman), Cllr. Bates, Cllr. Mrs Browning, Cllr. Bryans, Cllr. Dix, Cllr. Mrs Landmann and Cllr. Worth.  Bor. Cllr. Ian Clifton and the Clerk Mrs Maddison were in attendance.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING: None
3. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER: Cllr. Dix declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item No. 10 of the agenda.
4. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MONDAY 19TH MARCH 2007 AND THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF THE SAME DATE: These were both signed as true records.    

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ABOVE MEETINGS:

· Footpath along the B660 – It had been agreed by Bedfordshire County Council that some of the footpath is in need of repair due to the weeds growing through.  An order will be raised to repair the worst areas of the footpath and will be programmed to be done in the summer.  They have sent a request to their design team asking if they can go ahead with installing the cycle path signs.  Once they have the go ahead they will raise an order to erect the signs.   

· Proposed new Bus Shelter in Bolnhurst – All site visits etc. have been put on hold since Oct/November as they are implementing a new system to deal with all new enquiries which has to be written up in ink.  This should be ratified very soon and then they will start to play catch up on all of the site visits.  There is to be more involvement between the County Council, Transport and highways.
6. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK:  Cllr. Worth reported that Cllr. Dix had raised a query with the removal of a tree near the ditch outside of Wychtree Farm.  This had been reported to the County Council and they will send a team out to remove it.  Cllr. Worth also reported that the railings near the church in Bolnhurst had been knocked down in a road accident.  He had reported this to the County Council and emergency fencing has been erected.  Cllr. Bryans reported that he had received no response to his emails sent to the Beds Police so he will visit the station at Riseley and see if a PC can attend the next Parish Council Meeting.  Cllr. Mrs Browning reported that she had been approached by a resident in School Lane who reported that a hedge and conifer trees had been planted on a piece of land that belongs to the County Council.  The piece of land in question used to be used for parking on by visitors to the lane and users of the old school hall.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would forward this letter onto the County Council on behalf of the residents of School Lane as this is the responsibility of the County Council.  A Copy letter will also be sent to Co. Cllr. Tom Wootton.  Mr Burge from the floor reported that since the ditch near the old post office had been cleared out, he now has surface water in his driveway.  Cllr. Worth informed him that there could be a blockage further down Brook End as all of the houses had piped their ditch in.  Mrs Heming from the floor asked if the parish council were considering another community clean up as there is a lot of rubbish on the main B660.   
7. INFORMATIONAL REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED IN THE MONTH:  Cllr. Mrs Landmann had attended the North East Beds Community Liaison Forum which was to be the last one in its present form although Tom Wootton aims to follow up with ‘Son of Liaison Forum’ as it provided excellent opportunities for networking.  A report from Amey regarding Highways was given and they are concentrating on safety this year.  They aim to visit all Parish Councils to discuss speed limits and are keen to know their opinion.  Sgt. Baldwin gave information on the PCSO’s with 75% being funded by the government and 25% funded by Parish Councils; however, these can be amalgamated with other local Parishes.
8. PLANNING TO BE DISCUSSED:
· 07/00859/FUL – 1st floor extension over part of bungalow including bungalow (revised scheme) and extension to garage at Greenacres, Kimbolton Road, Bolnhurst, Beds, MK44 2ES – Cllrs. Mrs Whitmore and Worth had visited the site and the proposal would not affect anyone else.  With all in favour it was resolved to support the application.

PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 06/02918/FUL – Alterations and extension to north circuit track and construction of 3 to 5 metre high acoustic bund and associated landscaping along part of the eastern and northern boundary at Palmer Sport, Former DRA site in Thurleigh – Permission granted.
· 07/00142/FUL – Replacement garage and store and installation of wind turbine.  2m fence or railings to front boundary (Fence omitted by condition) to Lingfield, Keysoe Row West, Keysoe, MK44 2JG – Permission granted.
9. FINANCE: Cllr. Bates proposed that the following accounts be paid. This was seconded by Cllr. Worth and agreed unanimously.
      

Beds Assoc. Town & Parish Councils 
£122.00



Allianz Cornhill (insurance)


£404.23



Mrs J Maddison – Clerks Account 
            £454.19
10. UPDATE ON THE RURAL HOUSING TRUST (IF AVAILABLE): Cllr. Mrs Whitmore reported that she had spoken with Mrs Ann Bishop of the Rural Housing Trust and a meeting with Mrs Bishop and the land owners land agent has been arranged for 17th May 2007.  
11. REPLACEMENT TREE WARDEN:  After nearly 10 years, Philip Browning is retiring from the Tree Wardens post.  It was agreed unanimously that the Clerk writes to him to thank him for his past service.  A notice will also be placed in the Village Voice for a replacement. 
12. PUBLISHING MINUTES/ACCOUNTS FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AT THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING: Cllr. Mrs Browning reported that the minutes of the previous annual meeting used to be read out which did not happen anymore so proposed that a copy of the minutes along with the full accounts be available for the members of the public at the following annual meeting.  After much discussion it was agreed with five in favour that the minutes be published on the web site only and that Cllr. Nigel Dix would scan-in the external reports to be published.
13. UPDATE ON THE LOTTERY BID FOR PLAY EQUIPMENT FOR THE PLAYING FIELD:  Cllr. Mrs Whitmore reported that several Parish Councillors and the Clerk had met informally with Sue Norman of the BRCC.  As a result an Access Officer had been out to make a site visit who informed the Chairman that footpaths etc. needed to be put in from the edge of the Village Hall car park up to the play equipment, but the suppliers should be able to advise on these.  A visit to Shuttleworth had been planned for 17.04.07 to look at some examples of play areas.  The next step from that would be to invite suppliers to quote for and draw plans for the play area.  The Chairman had spoken to the Planning Dept. and was informed that formal planning permission was not required.  The deadline for the submission of the completed portfolio for the lottery bid is the end of July 2007, so speed is of the essence.
14. GRANTS FOR THE UPKEEP OF THE PARISH BURIAL GROUNDS: A letter had been received from St. Mary’s Church asking for the usual grant towards the upkeep of the burial grounds.  Cllr. Mrs Landmann proposed that a grant of £150.00 be given to both St. Mary’s Church in Keysoe and St. Dunstan’s Church in Bolnhurst.  This was seconded by Cllr. Mrs Browning and with all in favour was agreed.
15. STATE OF REPAIR OF THE OLD CHAPEL BUILDING IN BOLNHURST:  Cllr. Mrs Whitmore had received some complaints regarding this building, however, there has now been a planning application for a replacement dwelling, thus making this void.
16. POSSIBLE MEMBERSHIP TO THE SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS (SLCC):  The Chairman reported that the Clerk had attended a meeting of the SLCC and she felt that it would be beneficial to the Parish Council if the Clerk was a member. Cllr. Mrs Landmann proposed that the Parish Council pays for the membership.  This was seconded by Cllr. Bates and with all in favour was agreed unanimously.
17. TEWKSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL ARE ASKING FOR SUPPORT IN THE MOTION TO REINTRODUCE FREE POSTAGE FOR THE BRITISH FORCES: Bedford Borough Council had forwarded a copy of the motion from Tewksbury Borough Council to reintroduce free postage.  Cllr. Dix proposed that the Parish Council supports this and writes to the Rt. Hon. Des Browne MP.  This was seconded by Cllr. Mrs Browning and with five in favour was agreed.

18. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· A letter has been received from Lucy Thurnatt from Pertenhall Road, Keysoe, asking if the Parish Council could build a newsagent – The Clerk will reply and forward the letter onto the Parish Plan Steering Group.

· Bedford Borough Council – Rural Affairs Committee Agenda received for the meeting on Tuesday 17th April. Clerk to file.

· Hidden Britain (promoting green tourism in little known areas) – there is a meeting to be held in Colmworth Village hall on Monday 16th April 2007- Clerk to file.

· CPRE – the AGM is on Tuesday 24th April 2007 at St. Nicholas Church Hall, Barton-le-Clay at 7.30pm

· Bedfordshire County Council – The Bedfordshire Landscape Character Assessment Public Consultation April – May 2007 – A questionnaire had been received to be returned by the end of May – Passed to Cllr. Bates.

· Biffaward had sent through an entry form as the playing field project may be considered for the Biffaward Awards 2007 and win upto £7000.00 towards the scheme. – The Clerk and Chairman will complete.

· Bedfordshire County Council –The Commons Act 2006 – A new opportunity to register land as new town or village greens, document received – Clerk to file.

· Bedfordshire County Council – Bedfordshire and Luton Minerals Development Plans, Supplementary Issues and Options Consultation – Two documents have been published, one is for core strategy issues and the other relates to potential new sites for mineral working.  These documents are available on the web site between 27th April and 4th May – Clerk to file.

· Bedford Borough Council – Notification of Out of Hours Noise Patrol and phone number to ring if affected - received. Posted onto the Notice boards and in the village voice.

· Sharnbrook Upper School – Formal Consultation documents received – passed to Cllr. Bates.

· Calor Village of the Year 2007 – expression of interest to be returned by 14th May. – Passed onto Parish Plan Steering group via Simon Bates.

· Bedford Borough Council – Pride in Bedford, a list of possible dates for a community clean up have been received. – The Clerk will see if one can be booked for 8th September

· Bedfordshire County Council – Spring Briefing session dates received – Tuesday 17th April at County Hall, Bedford. RSVP – Cllr. Worth and Bates will attend.

· Margaret Beaufort Middle School – Proposed North Bedfordshire Trust (NBT) document received. – Passed onto Cllr. Dix.

19. CLOSE OF BUSINESS: There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20:50 hours.

Signed………………………………….
            Dated……………………….



