Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 17th March 2008 AT 21.20 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Whitmore (Chairman), PCllr Bates, PCllr Browning, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Worth, PCllr Landmann, PCllr Turner, BCllr Clifton, CCllr Wootton Mr Alan Woodward, seven members of the public, and Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk).
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING

There were none

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

There were none
3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2008 
      These were agreed to be a true record
4. MATTERS ARISING
Bolnhurst Bus Shelter – PCllr Whitmore reported that the decision made at the last meeting not to go ahead with this is null and void, because it was made under “matters arising” and was not an agenda item. She apologised sincerely to the Bolnhurst residents that this had happened. The letters received raising concerns about this therefore no longer needed acting upon. She also expressed disappointment that the matter had been discussed with residents before she had had an opportunity to talk to them herself as she had intended. The matter has now been raised for discussion under item 8 of tonight’s meeting, and members of the public were invited to give any comments on the matter in the open forum. 
Bedford Autodrome – The Clerk had written to the Borough Planners asking for clarification about section 171b of the Town and Country Planning Act. She had received a response saying the enquiry was being fully investigated, and they would reply as soon as possible. In general terms they advised that at this point there remains sufficient time to commence formal action in respect of any breach of condition should the evidence of such breach be obtained and action be found to be expedient.
Garden Waste – The Clerk had established that anyone is allowed to burn standard garden waste 3-4 times per year (i.e. leaves, wood etc). There is no legislation about weather conditions, whether the neighbours are in the garden etc etc - this is down to the common courtesy of the individual. No one is allowed to burn anything that produces black smoke. This is likely to be produced by burning plastics and rubber etc. If anyone is contravening the above, this can be reported to Environmental Health.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK
Bolnhurst Bus Shelter - PCllr Browning explained that she had spoken to the Bolnhurst residents about the bus shelter, because she had been keeping them informed on progress with this matter ever since it had first been requested. 

Several residents raised concerns that the Parish Council had considered not progressing with the bus shelter at the February meeting, and were also concerned that it was on the agenda again tonight. One resident pointed out that whilst the school bus currently only picked up four children there at the moment, this could potentially go up to fourteen over the next few years. A question came from the floor as to the timing on re voting on a decision already made. The Chairman asked The Clerk to explain the correct procedure, and The Clerk explained once a decision has been made it cannot be reconsidered for a period of 6 months, but after that time it could be.  It had taken until February 2008 to get agreement for the installation of the bus shelter from County Highways. PCllr Whitmore explained that it was on receiving this authorisation, that the Parish Council had reconsidered the matter. PCllr Bates explained that it is important that the Parish Council do review decisions it has made, especially when it means spending such a significant proportion of parish funds. PCllr Bryans reminded residents that the funding of the bus shelter would have to come out of the Precept, which in turn comes out of their Council Tax.

Mr Woodward offered to carry out some strimming in the playing field, and this offer was warmly accepted.

6. PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 07/03396/FUL – Planning Permission refused for erection of fence, gate & detached shed (already carried out) - Virginia Cottage Keysoe Row West

· 07/03411/S106 – Planning Permission refused to discharge planning obligation requiring owner to be a person employed in connection with the adjacent commercial use – Tanglewood Copse Farm, Keysoe Row East

      PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

· 08/00495/S73 – Change of use of part of outbuildings to B8 (storage & development) already carried out, and retention of portacabin:– Park Farm, Riseley Rd Keysoe. There were no objections raised.

The Clerk also advised that Planning Application 08/00006/REF for Greensbury Farm, Bolnhust had gone to Appeal.

7. FINANCE: It was agreed to sign the following cheques:


St Dunstan Church grant                     

£150.00


St Marys Church grant   

                        £150.00


Mr G Beverley – Bus Shelter     


  £15.00


Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account                                 £415.09



BCC – VAS




          £1000.00



Bolnhurst Old School Hire



  £10.00



Bolnhurst Old School grant for windows

£400.00


Keysoe Village Hall Hire



£114.50
8. BUS SHELTER FOR BOLNHURST
Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had provided Councillors with a financial assessment of the bus shelter. It would cost approximately £3800 plus £800 installation/delivery for a wooden rural type, or a more urban design would cost approximately £1500 plus £800 installation/delivery.

PCllr Browning proposed that the Parish Council continues with its plans to install a bus shelter in Bolnhurst.

PCllr Landmann thanked the residents of Bolnhurst for sharing their views on the matter which helped the Parish Council when making a decision about spending public money. PCllr Bates added to this that he had been concerned about spending a considerable proportion of parish funds on something that may not be well used, but the residents views had reassured him that this was perhaps not the case. 

PCllr Worth reminded others that the bus shelter was for the school bus only, and therefore would only be useful on the occasional rainy school day. However, if the Parish Council were to consider bus shelters for the school bus pick up points, there were three areas within the Parish that ought to be considered. He proposed that the Parish Council funds three bus shelters for the Parish. This proposal was not seconded. 

PCllr Browning’s proposal was seconded, a vote was taken and it was RESOLVED to continue with the plans to install a bus shelter in Bolnhurst.

The Clerk passed the bus shelter brochures to PCllr Whitmore, and it was agreed to discuss the exact location of the bus shelter and its type etc at the next meeting.

PCllr Bryans raised a concern that residents of Bolnhurst had approached PCllr Browning from Keysoe about the provision of a bus shelter, when they had their own ward Councillors in Bolnhurst. He explained the reason for his concern was that if Bolnhurst Councillors were not kept informed of what was happening within their own ward, they could feel undermined, not fully briefed, and unable to present their specialist local knowledge about Bolnhurst to the Council when decisions were being made. PCllr Browning repeated that she had been keeping residents informed on progress with this matter ever since the bus shelter had been requested there. PCllr Whitmore added that if she were approached by a Keysoe parishioner, she would, out of courtesy, inform the Keysoe Councillors before acting on it. PCllr Bryans encouraged Bolnhurst residents to raise matters with their own ward Councillors where they felt able to in future.

9. LOTTERY GRANT UPDATE 
PCllr Whitmore reported the soil and seed tenders are in, and Steve Tomlin is now awaiting the legal matters to be finalised.

10. REPORT FROM INFORMAL MEETING ON 3RD MARCH 2008 REGARDING PLAYING FIELD PROPOSALS.

PCllr Whitmore read out the minutes of this meeting. These were agreed as a true record and signed by PCllr Whitmore. They were passed to the Clerk for filing.

11. FUTURE USE OF PLAYING FIELD BY LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
PCllr Browning raised a query about condition 2 on the Planning consent, which stated that “the activities relating to village hall functions shall only take place on the land highlighted blue on the plan”. She asked for clarification of how “village hall functions” should be interpreted – for example does it include the Village Show and the Church fete. PCllr Bates said that his interpretation would be that the playing field is there for use by the parish as a whole, and that the condition applies to events such as birthday parties etc. It was agree that clarification should be sought from the Planning Officers by the Clerk.

12. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH
PCllr Bryans reported on the Planning meeting he had attended. BBC has a target to build 1300 houses in rural areas over the coming years. Most of these schemes already have planning consent. Bolnhurst and Keysoe Parish is currently designated as an area of open countryside, however the Borough are about to review these areas, and whether they could become Settlement Policy Areas, (where houses could be built). The consultancy period would start later this year, and decisions will be made by autumn 2009.

13. GRASS CUTTING PLAYING FIELD 
The Clerk had received two quotes. Alan Summerfield had quoted £70 but could not guarantee using a gang mower. John Maddison had quoted £65. It was RESOLVED to accept the quote from John Maddison.

14. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION 
PCllr Worth had attended a Highways presentation about the role of the Highways department. He would circulate the presentation details.

15. HIGHWAYS PARISH PARTNERSHIP 2008/9
The Parish Council have been awarded £10000.00. This should be spent on maintaining and improving the footpaths, kerbing etc. The deadline for response is 1st June 2008. It was agreed that all Parish Councillors should consider ideas ready for the next meeting.

16. UPDATE ON RURAL HOUSING
PCllr Whitmore reported this was going well. The next edition of Village Voice would contain registration details, and a public meeting is being planned for June 2008. 

17. VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 2008
The Parish Council decided not to enter this year.

18. UPDATE ON FIRST REPSONSE SCHEME

PCllr Bryans reported he had already received 6 volunteers from Keysoe and they were hoping for some from Bolnhurst. He would keep the Parish Council informed of progress.

19. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· East of England Regional Assembly – Consultation period for Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation can be viewed on www.goeast.gov.uk. Deadline for response16/5/08. 

· BBC – Rural Bulky Waste collection dates for 2008 – 7th June & 25th October

· BCC – Advice that urban grass cutting contribution will be increased to £2932.47 for 2008

· BBC – Notification that Parish Councillors Whitmore, Bates, Landmann and Turner have been awarded dispensation by the Standards Board, to enable them to take part in discussions & decisions about the Allocations and Designations Development Plan.

· BCC – Invitation the Chairman’s Civic Reception. 

20. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 10.25pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..

