Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2008 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Browning, PCllr Worth, PCllr Turner, Mr A Woodward, BCllr Clifton, CCllr Wootton, 7 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk), 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING

PCllr Landmann 

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

There were none

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2008.
These were agreed to be a true record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

White Horse PH – The Clerk reported the brewery is selling the pub. Its future use would be up to the new owner, although if they wanted to change its use this would clearly be subject to a planning application. 

Hedges and Trees covering highways signs – Highways had agreed to add these to their pruning programme.

Hedging for Playing Field – The Tree Warden had this in hand

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

Councillors and members of the public are reminded the Open Forum is the only part of the meeting that the public can participate in. Only Parish Councillors can take part in the remainder of the meeting.

Parish Land rented by the Elliot Family – PCllr Bryans asked what the current position was with the assignment of the tenancy agreement. The Clerk explained she had chased it a few weeks ago, and would chase it again – Action The Clerk

Bus Service Through Bolnhurst – PCllr Bryans asked what the position was with this. PCllr Whitmore explained that this was discussed at the September meeting he missed. PCllr Worth reported a letter had been sent to all affected residents of Bolnhurst, asking them to raise any concerns to Simon Ayres. Since then Simon had received no comments or concerns at all. It was therefore concluded that no further action would be taken.

PC Rob Smith - P Cllr Bryans discussed with PC Smith whether or not he could address the Annual Meeting again next March. He replied that he was willing to do this if the Parish Council invited him and gave him as much notice as possible. P Cllr Bryans will notify PC Smith that the Parish Council would be pleased to see him and tell him of the date as soon as possible.
Land opposite church in Church Rd – PCllr Bates reported this land which had been up for sale at auction, had been withdrawn from the auction as there was no legal pack available.

Local Papers – It was requested from the floor that local papers be delivered to a central point in each of the villages for collection. The Clerk would look into having them dropped at the bus shelters.

Parking Problems at the church, Church Rd – This was raised from the floor. The problem occurs on the occasions where a church event clashes with an equestrian event. When there are 2 on coming horse boxes, there can be difficulties for the 2 boxes to both get past the parked cars. CCllr Wootton suggested the Parish Council contact him to request an Engineers site visit, and/or some cones to be provided to the church warden – Action The Clerk


Former Mission Hall, Kimbolton Rd Bolnhurst – The Clerk explained a letter had been received from Philip Moles earlier that day expressing his objections regarding this application. This letter had been circulated to all Parish Councillors prior to the meeting. PCllr Browning read out the letter. In particular Mr Moles was concerned that the application contravened Planning Policies PPS7 & CP13. These policies prevent the approval of a planning application in open countryside and specifically infill sites.

6. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 08/02510/AOC & 08/02470/AOC Discharge of condition 2 (materials for doors & windows) Sundew, Wybridge, Keysoe

· 08/02357/FUL – Planning permission granted for 2 storey and single storey rear extension Sundew Wybridge Keysoe

· 08/00867/FUL – Notification of appeal The Mission Hall, Kimbolton Rd, Bolnhurst

    PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

· 08/02919/FUL single storey rear/side extension. Pitched roof over flat roofed area – Field House, Keysoe Row East. The Parish Council had no objections.

· 08/02777/FUL erection of detached bungalow following demolition of existing building - Former Mission Hall, Kimbolton Rd Bolnhurst. This application was discussed at length. Concern was raised that the proposed new bungalow was not replacing a domestic dwelling, and therefore the application should be assessed as a new build. It was also thought by some Parish Councillors to be cramped, and PCllr Browning was concerned that it might set a precedent for infill development in the Parish. The footpath is clearly still under dispute, and this needs to be resolved by the authorities. However, some Parish Councillors believed the new application was a great improvement. It was RESOLVED to support this application on a majority vote. However the Planning Authority would be asked to ensure that no further extensions or alterations are permitted in the future. In addition to this, it would be requested that the dispute over the footpath is resolved by the authorities, and all parties are given a definitive answer on this matter.
7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following cheques were approved for payment:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters (2 months)                       £40.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account (2 months)
                 £946.17


8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING – nothing to report

9. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT – PUBLICATION SCHEME  

The Parish Council RESOLVED to adopt the Model Publication Scheme and the supporting bespoke guide.

10. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

Countryside Access Meeting – PCllr Turner had attended this meeting hosted by Steve Hatton of BCC. She had obtained 3 copies of the footpaths/bridleways maps and more could be obtained if needed. 

11. PLAYING FIELD 
      Hedge Maintenance – nothing to report

Hand over from Borough Council – PCllr Bates confirmed the play equipment had now been formally handed over to the Parish Council.

Notice board – PCllr Bates to chase

Youth Shelter – PCllr Bates was still trying to get a reduced price. If this was not possible it may have to be considered in next year’s budget.

12. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FROM PLAY RANGERS TO HELP FUND HIRE OF THE VILLAGE HALL FOR A XMAS PARTY

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would pay for the hire of the hall from 3.30pm – 5.30pm on 19/12/08 for the Play Rangers Xmas Party, at £6 per hour. If they wanted a Xmas Tree, PCllr Bates would approach a local supplier to ask if they would be happy to donate one. Any tree erected would fall outside the Parish Councils insurance policy.

13. WAR MEMORIAL – FUTURE MAINTENANCE

PCllr Bryans explained that this needed to be taken on in future. It was agreed that the Handy person would be asked to do this, and she would be asked to liaise with PCllr Bryans. This would entail general tidying, weeding and planting. It was also suggested that an accrual be added to the budget for future structural maintenance as there were some cracks starting to appear in the base – Action The Clerk

14. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
The agreed footpath works should be started shortly.

15. BOLNHUST BUS SHELTER – TO CONSIDER WHETHER TO INSTALL A BIN
The clerk had received a quote from BBC of £146.00 It was RESOLVED to review this when setting next years budget.

16. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· Communities & Local Government – revised Code of Conduct consultation – deadline 24/12/08. PCllr Whitmore took this to review and circulate. To be returned to the Clerk before the deadline
· BCC Highways – copy of their reply to Mrs Clarke of Lingfields regarding her request for a speed limit reduction in Keysoe Row West. They advise that a County Wide Speed Limit Review programme will be decided in early 2009. For info only.

17. CLOSE OF BUSINESS – 8.30pm
Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..
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