Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 18TH MAY 2009 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Browning, PCllr Worth, PCllr Turner, BCllr Clifton, 11 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk), Mr A Woodward 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN & VICE CHAIRMAN

PCllr Bates was elected chairman and PCllr Bryans was elected Vice Chairman
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

PCllr Bryans

3. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER
There were none
4. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 20th APRIL 2009.

These were approved.

5. MATTERS ARISING

Cats Eyes on B660 – PCllr Bryans had previously received a report that the cats eyes on the B660 on the bend by Nethercott Farm have been removed which is causing some drivers to mount the kerb as the bend is not clear. PCllr Worth confirmed this had been reported.

Hedge on corner of Hatch Lane & Keysoe Row West – PCllr Bryans had reported the conifer hedge here is growing over onto the road. PCllr Worth had tried to contact the owners but had been unable to contact them.

Crossing on B660 by the Playing Field – The Clerk had been advised that this had been assessed, and had been categorised as low priority and would not be added to the 5 year plan. However, PCllr Worth had been advised that the safety team were still reviewing the matter.
Affordable Housing – The meeting had been set up for 22/5/09, and Hastoe Housing had provided some information for pre reading which had been circulated.

6. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK
Councillors and members of the public are reminded the Open Forum is the only part of the meeting that the public can participate in. Only Parish Councillors can take part in the remainder of the meeting.

Water – PCllr Landmann reported Anglian water had tested a resident’s water of purity and it was found to be of a high standard.
School – PCllr Bates reported the school had an environmental area which needed regular grass cutting. The Clerk was asked to enquire with John Maddison whether he would be prepared to cut it and at what price – Action the Clerk
Litter Pick – PCllr Whitmore reminded the Council the community litter pick would take place on 27/6/09. As the grass needs cutting shortly, PCllr Browning would delay the cut until 2 weeks before the litter pick.

Playing Field Goals – PCllr Whitmore reported someone had been lifting the goals out of their sockets. The Clerk was asked to enquire of John Maddison whether he would have any objection to bolts being added to them, to stop this from happening – Action The Clerk
Affordable Housing – PCllr Worth pointed out he had discovered building regulations demand 2 standards of residential building – one for social housing and one for private, and social housing had the higher standard.

Youth Shelter – A question was asked from the floor if more safety matting would be added underneath the Youth Shelter. PCllr Bates pointed out that RoSPA would advise on their inspection if it was deemed inadequate.

Hidden Britain – Mr Woodward asked if the Parish Council were involved in this project. PCllr Bates explained that he and PCllr Turner were involved in a personal capacity. Keysoe had not been included in the first year of the project, but may be included next year. BCllr Clifton explained the BRCC are managing this project.

Equestrian Centre - A concern was raised from the floor about the level of noise from the tannoy system. PCllr Bates asked that this be reported to the centre at the time of the event, so that it can looked into at the time of the problem.

Palmers Sport – It was reported from the floor that Mr Palmer had bought some of the airfield, and Park Farm House in Bletsoe. He intends to build a hotel, and have a helipad for the use of visitors. He may also use some of the area for learner drivers and horse box owners.

Settlement Policy Areas – It was asked from the floor what the current position is. PCllr Bates explained BBC were currently reviewing this as part of their overall strategy. The Parish Council had been invited to suggest any potential new SPA’s for BBC to consider and provided criteria to apply. The Parish Council had suggested Keysoe may have some areas for them to consider, but Bolnhurst did not. Nothing further had been heard.

Affordable Housing  - Various questions were raised from the floor about the number of houses being built as a result of the survey, rules on sub letting and building alterations, interest rates charged, and the role of the Parish Council in confirming local connections of applicants.  The Parish Council would raise these points with Hastoe at their meeting on Friday.

7. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES

The following appointments were agreed:

     Grass Cutting – PCllr Browning

     Police Liaison/Police Joint Action Group –PCllr Turner

     Highways Representative – PCllr Bryans
     Footpaths & Bridleways – PCllr Landmann & PCllr Turner

     School Governor – PCllr Bates

     Playing Field – PCllr Whitmore

     Village Hall Committee – no one

     Planning Regions:

     The Rows: PCllrs Bryans & Landmann  

     Brook End/Church Rd: PCllrs Bates, Browning & Turner

     Bolnhurst: PCllrs Whitmore, Bates & Turner

8. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 09/00567/FUL Permission granted for erection of club house and change of use to recreational amenity for fishing – Bolnhurst Fishing Club School Lane, Bolnhurst

· 09/00608/FUL Permission granted for erection of porch – Yeoman Farmhouse, Keysoe Row East

· 09/00175/COU Permission granted for change of use to burial ground – St Marys Church, Church Rd Keysoe

· 09/00484/LBC & 09/00483/FUL Permission refused for demolition of garage & erection of 2 storey extension – Kynance Cottage, Keysoe Row West

· 09/00509/FUL Application withdrawn for construction of cross over Wychtree Farm Keysoe Row West

· 09/00235/FUL Application withdrawn for erection of wind turbine – Westwood Farm, St Neots Rd Bolnhurst

     PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

· 09/00960/LDE Use of land for siting of residential mobile home Buryfields Farm, Keysoe Row West – No objections raised

9. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                   £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account
              £593.20

St Dunstan’s Church – grant                       £150.00

St Mary’s Church – grant                           £150.00

BT – Telephone bill                                    £87.94

Allianz Insurance – renewal                       £1083.82

SLCC – Subscription                                  £83.00

G Hayes – Internal Audit                            £48.00

E Richardson – youth shelter                     £356.50

10. TO RECEIVE ACCOUNTS FOR 2008/9 INCLUDING FINANCIAL RISK ASSESSMENT & REVIEW OF INTERNAL AUDITOR (circulated prior to meeting)

These had been audited by the Internal Auditor and no anomalies had been found. They were therefore approved and the audit return was signed for submission to the External Auditor. It was also agreed to add the monthly playing field risk assessments to the Risk Assessment register – Action 

The Clerk
11. PLAYING FIELD
· RoSPA inspection – It was RESOLVED to arrange for this to be done as soon as possible so that the Youth Shelter could be inspected quickly – Action The Clerk
PCllr Worth offered his assistance in carrying out the monthly Risk Assessments if his help was needed. The Parish Council thanked him for his offer of help, and a letter would be sent confirming this – Action The Clerk

12. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
Sunset Cottage Bolnhurst – the previously reported drainage problems are now scheduled for repair in June.

The Rectory, Church Lane – damage to the road reported and is being actioned.
All other matters progressing as detailed in “matters arising”.
13. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

None attended.
14. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· Traffic Commissioner – Notification of public enquiry Goods Vehicle operators licence The Old Stable Keysoe Row East, 11/6/09 2.30pm St Neots Town Council  - PCllrs Landmann & Bryans would be attending.

Thanks were offered to PCllr Worth for all his hard work as a Parish Councillor.

15. CLOSE OF BUSINESS – 8.50pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..
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