Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 19th JANUARY 2009 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Browning, PCllr Worth, PCllr Turner, Mr A Woodward, 7 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk) 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING

PCllr Landmann, BCllr Clifton, CCllr Wootton

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

PCllr Bates declared an interest in the Planning Application for Woodland Burial Site.

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 17TH NOVEMBER 2008.
These were agreed to be a true record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Parish Land rented by the Elliot Family – The Clerk reported one of the Elliot brothers had signed the tenancy assignment form, and the other brother was due to do so tomorrow.
Local Papers – The Clerk had managed to arrange for the Beds on Sunday to be dropped off at Bolnhurst bus shelter, and the Keysoe bus shelter by Keysoe Row East. She was currently looking into why this had not started this week.
Parking Problems at the church, Church Rd – Highways had agreed to supply free cones as and when needed, and the church had been advised. Highways would also look at the road layout, but this would not be until later in the year. 

Playing Field Notice board – PCllr Bates reported that the supplier may no longer be able to provide it free of charge. He would get more information, so that the matter could be fully discussed at the next meeting.

War Memorial - PCllr Bryans reported he had arranged for this to be cleaned in the Spring.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

Councillors and members of the public are reminded the Open Forum is the only part of the meeting that the public can participate in. Only Parish Councillors can take part in the remainder of the meeting.

Greenacres – PCllr Worth explained the Planning Enforcement Officer had reviewed the work and was happy that it was within the scope of the plans. He had received a copy of the “Class E” specification, which the Clerk would circulate.

Community Clean up 2009 – PCllr Bryans reported this would now be on 27/6/09.

Hope Acres – PCllr Bates reported an enforcement notice is due to be issued within the next 2 weeks.

Play Partnership – PCllr Whitmore explained this is a forum that takes place approx 4 times a year to which we are invited. PCllr Bryans offered to attend in future.

Bolnhurst Bus Shelter Bin – PCllr Whitmore reported BCllr Clifton had arranged for a bin to be installed, and this would be added to the emptying schedule.

JAG Meeting – PCllr Turner reported the next JAG meeting is on 21/1/09. She and PCllr Bryans would attend.

P3/Wolds Meeting – PCllr Turner reported this is being held in early February (date to be confirmed)
First Response – PCllr Turner reported that 6 new First Responders were being trained.

Newsletter – PCllr Whitmore asked if a thank you letter could be sent to Roy  Prestney Archer for all his help in distributing the Parish Newsletter, and inserting all relevant flyers. The Clerk would do this.

Keysoe Row West footpath – A query was raised from the floor about the slippery condition of this footpath by the junction with Kimbolton Rd. The Clerk would report it to BBC

Field House, Keysoe Row East - It was reported that the contractors here are not cleaning up very effectively, and the road is in a very poor condition. The Clerk would write to the owner.

Keysoe Row East - A very large puddle had formed outside Newholme Farm, and the grass verge has been severely pushed up. PCllr Worth would report this to Highways.
Bus service in Church Rd – PCllr Bates reported a bus driver had refused to drive a 16 year old girl down the road after 6pm, which they are meant to do on request. The Clerk would let BCC know this had happened

Gritting in Keysoe Row West – PCllr Worth would find out if this road could be added to the gritting schedule as it is a bus route.
6. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 08/02659/LBC &08/02660/FUL Planning consent granted for alterations and conversion of redundant agricultural barns to offices (revised scheme for barns 7 – 10) Brook End Farm, Riseley Rd, Keysoe

· 08/02919/FUL – Planning consent granted for 2 storey side/rear extension & pitched roof – Field House, Keysoe Row East

· 08/02777/FUL – Planning consent refused for erection of detached bungalow – Former Mission Hall, Kimbolton Rd, Bolnhurst

· 08/02295/S73  - Notification of Appeal received for removal of condition 2 to demolish existing dwelling – Janet’s Place, Kimbolton Rd Keysoe

    PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

· 08/0350/MAF – Erection of Immigration Centre - Yarls Wood Clapham (Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council has not been formally consulted, and  has  not been provided with a copy of the plans – we have notified for our information only)

· 08/03268/ADV – Erection of directional sign board – Woodland Burial Site, Church Rd Keysoe. PCllr Bates did not take part in this discussion as he had declared an interest. There were no objections raised.
7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following were approved:

Kymbrook Lower School – BBC grant   £506.96

Bolnhurst Research Group - donation      £50.00

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                 £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account              £520.72


      BATPC membership                                £141.00


      Playdale – 50% of youth shelter cost     £3048.08

8. BUDGET & PRECEPT 2009/10 (appendix 1) – circulated prior to meeting

The budget was approved, and it was RESOLVED to set the Precept at £9000.00

9. FIRST RESPONDERS REQUEST FOR GRANT OF £25 TOWARDS PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT BAG

It was RESOLVED to award a grant of £25

10. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

PCllr Bates reported the RHT were winding down their operation, and would be looking for another body to take over this project. The options are either Hastoe Housing who were taking over most of the RHT projects, or Pilgrims Housing. There would be a press announcement any day to confirm this. Some Parish Councillors expressed grave concerns about the involvement of Pilgrims Housing, as there had been previous bad experiences with them. It was RESOLVED that in the first instance PCllr Bates contact Hastoe Housing to find out more information. Everyone agreed the priority should continue to be Local Needs Affordable Housing.

11. GOODS VEHICLE LICENCE APPLICATION – THE OLD STABLES KEYSOE ROW WEST

The Clerk reported that this had now gone to appeal, and the hearing date was yet to be arranged.

12. PLAYING FIELD

Future Risk assessments – A letter had been received from Village Hall Committee offering Jane Bell (a qualified representative) to attend future Risk Assessments. It was agreed that PCllrs Worth and Whitmore would talk to her about this.
Installation of Youth Shelter - three quotes had been received, and it was RESOLVED to proceed with the quote of £310.00 from Ed Richardson. The Clerk would contact him.
Hedge Cutting – PCllr Worth reported John Maddison had provided a quote for pruning the hedge. This matter would be added to the February agenda.
13. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
PCllr Worth reported all the footpath work had been completed, and Highways had actually done more than we had asked. The tree trimming is also in hand.

14. PARISH COUNCIL INFORMATION ON LOCAL WEBSITES 

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council Agenda and Minutes were not always up to date on the Village Voice website, as the administrator did not always have the time to update it. The Village Hall Website already publishes the minutes, and the administrator had now agreed to publish the agenda as well. The Clerk would add this web address to the next newsletter.

15. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

This would be held on 16/3/09. PCllrs would consider any suitable guest speaker.
16. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

State of the Borough Debate – This had been attended by PCllrs Bates, Bryans and Whitmore. The mayor had talked about the savings that will be made in future, waste management, transport in rural communities, the proposed 2 tier education system, sport and leisure and community safety.

17. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· Communities & Local Government – Consultation on code of practice for local government publicity – deadline 12/3/09

· Sue Norman BRCC – Apology for not being able to attend opening of Playing field and request for any photos/articles 

· BBC Planning  – briefing note on wind energy

· BBC – Update on transition to new Unitary Council

· BCC – Summary of information shared at the recent Town & Parish Council Road shows

· BCC – Invitation to Farewell Reception - 10/3/09 7pm County Hall

· BBC Planning – briefing note Eco Towns.

18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 9pm
Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..
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