Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 20th OCTOBER 2008 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Browning, PCllr Landmann, PCllr Worth, PCllr Turner, Mr A Woodward, BCllr Clifton, 13 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk), BBC Play Rangers

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING

CCllr Wootton

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

There were none

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 2008.
With one amendment, these were agreed to be a true record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Playing Field Risk Assessment – The Clerk read out a letter received that evening from the Village Hall Committee. The letter confirmed they would review any identified risks pointed out to them, and take whatever action they decide to be appropriate. They did not propose to take any further action with the pipe or the gate (unless the Parish Council wished to add a sign to the gate themselves). The Play Rangers were utilising the branches. PCllr Worth pointed out there is a dichotomy, as the Parish Council is responsible for addressing any risks in the Play Area, but this sometimes includes elements of risk that are the responsibility of the Village Hall Committee. PCllr Browning confirmed that the Insurance is in the name of the Village Hall Committee, and the Committee take responsibility for any identified risks that fall under their remit, and they will decide what steps need to be taken. PCllr Bates pointed out that the Parish Council is fulfilling its obligations by bringing such matters to the attention of the Village Hall Committee, and if their assessment of what is an acceptable risk differs from ours, then that is their responsibility. 

Palmers Sport Bund – The Clerk had received a reply explaining that the bund had not slipped, but the fence had in fact been damaged by being accidently hit by a grass cutting machine, and repairs were in hand.

Heavy Goods Licence Application Old Stables Keysoe Row East – The Clerk confirmed the objections agreed at the last meeting had been submitted. 
Notice board – PCllr Bates reported the supplier is being chased.
Parish Land at Keysoe Row West – The Clerk reported that the solicitor had confirmed he is waiting for Mr Elliot to sign the assignment form.
5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

Play Area – PCllr Whitmore reported a brief safety inspection was carried out by herself and PCllr Worth prior to the opening on 11th October 2008. The issues that needed attention were:

a) Wire on North fence needed securing, and PCllr Worth confirmed he has since done this.

b) The Main gate needs lifting and bolts need tightening. The Clerk would report this
c) Hedges on the east side need trimming. The Parish Council needs to decide the best course of action, and this would be put on next months agenda.

d) Small side gate was not bolted shut.

PCllr Landmann confirmed she had received lots of good feedback about the Play Area, and advised the Parish Council she will be away from 5th Nov 08 until early Feb 2009.

Play Rangers – The two Play Rangers Sarah and Suzie introduced themselves and explained they would be running play sessions on Friday afternoons for at least the next 6 months. They would be encouraging outdoor play, even in poorer weather and in the dark. If they could think of any future events when the might need the village hall, they would advise the Parish Council.

Palmers Sport Bund – It was commented from the floor that the earth slide was not caused by a damaged fence. PCllr Bates suggested any future observations could be passed directly to the estate manager – Giles Butterfield.

White Horse PH – It was asked if the Parish Council had any news about the future of the pub. It was agreed the Clerk would try and find out 

Free Trees Scheme – Mr Woodward suggested 30 free shrubs could be ordered through the Tree Warden for the Play Area. The Clerk would do this.

Horses on footpaths – concern was raised about horses on the road side pavements. PCllr Turner advised that a Horse Watch event was coming up, and she would take the opportunity to raise the matter. 

Hedges and Trees covering highways signs – This was raised as a concern. Some of the hedges belonged to private land owners, but some of the trees were in the highway verges. The Clerk would report the matter to Highways

Bolnhurst “Past & Present” Exhibition – Mr Norfolk gave an overview of the exhibition which would be a temporary display.

6. PLANNING:

DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 08/02243/S73 Permission granted for erection of ménage & horse walker incl. floodlighting (already carried out) – Wychtree Farm, Keysoe Row West, Keysoe

· 08/01947/ful – Permission refused for 2 storey extension Stapletons Cottage, Keysoe Row West

· 08/02165/FUL Permission granted for single and two storey rear extensions – 2 Greensbury Cottages, Thurleigh Rd, Bolnhurst

· 08/02295/S73 –Permission refused to remove condition 2 requiring the demolition of the original dwelling -  Janets Place Kimbolton Rd Keysoe

· 08/02103/S73 -  Permission granted for change of use to private paddocks and erection of stable block – land r/o Sundew, Wybridge, Keysoe

· 07/00620/UNATU – Notification of Public Enquiry 21/1/09 – 23/1/09. Appeal against use of agricultural land for a mobile home and caravans – Land East of Chestnut Cottage, Bushmead Rd, Upper Staploe

PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

· 08/02660/FUL – Alteration & conversion of redundant agricultural barns to offices (revised scheme, barns 7 – 10) Brook End Farm, Riseley Rd Keysoe. The Parish Council had no objections to this application.

7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following cheques were approved for payment:

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                        £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account                     £605.57



      Royal British Legion - wreath                          £75.00

      A Summerfield – grass cutting                       £587.50


      Stockton Fencing – village hall gate repair    £188.00


      BPFA – Play Area Management event            £15.00

8. TO RECEIVE 2008/9 6 MONTHS FINANCIAL STATEMENT - (circulated prior to meeting). This was received and noted.
9. TO CONSIDER REQUEST TO MAKE A DONATION TO THE BOLNHURST HISTORICAL EXHIBITION 

This was discussed, and it was RESOLVED to donate £50.00

10. AFFORDABLE HOUSING:

Prior to the meeting a letter had been received from Bob Smith giving details of a recent survey he had carried out. This had been circulated to all Parish Councillors for their information and consideration.

Update on the pre application meeting on 6/10/08 – PCllr Bates reported the Rural Housing Trust had not yet responded to the points raised at this meeting.

To finalise the number of houses to be applied for – This matter was discussed, taking into account the new survey carried out by Bob Smith. PCllr Whitmore raised concern that if the number was reduced the scheme may have to go back to square one, which was unacceptable given the number of years it has taken to get this far. PCllr Landmann pointed out that in Mr Smith’s survey, a need for housing for elderly and disabled had been identified. She pointed out that the proposed housing was perfectly suitable for this purpose. PCllr Bryans raised concern that 10 houses would affect the fragility of the rural landscape, and he would prefer to see 6 or 7 houses. 

PCllr Bryans proposed to reduce the number of houses to 6 or 7. This was seconded and a vote was taken. As a result of this vote is was RESOLVED to keep the number of houses as 10.

11. COMMUNITY CLEAN UP 2009

PCllr Bryans had been offered 23rd May 2009 for this event. PCllr Bryans and PCllr Browning would liaise to ensure the verges are cut prior to the clean up.
12. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT – PUBLICATION SCHEME  

(Report circulated prior to meeting)

It was agreed that the Clerk would draw up a publication scheme for adoption at the November meeting.

13. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

Joint Action Group – This had been attended by PCllr Turner on 16/10/08. Three police officers were in attendance along with Parish Councillors from many North Beds villages. The three identified priorities are vehicle nuisance, nuisance youths and drug use. Forms can be completed to identify any new priorities, and these were circulated. PCllr Turner would ask for speed checks to be carried out, as well as checks for drivers using their mobile phones. Smart Water Marking is now available for deterring metal theft. The next meeting is on 21/1/09.

14. PLAYING FIELD FOOTPATH

PCllr Worth presented two options for consideration. The crossing was not yet included. It was agreed that PCllr Worth would ask BCC safety team to assess both options including a crossing. 

15. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
PCllr Worth confirmed the footpath work should be carried out in November or December. Repairs have also been carried out to the ruts in the B660. PCllr Whitmore advised that Highways have now added the hard standing to the Bolnhurst bus shelter.

16. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· BBC – Update on Bedford Development Framework. All potential sites now received and can be viewed on www.bedford.gov.uk/default.aspx/web/AllocationsandDesignsDPD1  
Public consultations will be held in autumn 2009
· BBC – Climate Change & Pollution Supplementary Planning Document & Sustainability Report – consultation deadline 3/11/08.

See www.bedford.gov.uk/climatechangesupplementaryplanningdocument

· BRCC – AGM 3/11/08 7pm Millbrook Village Hall

· BATPC – AGM 22/10/08 7.30pm Henlow Village Hall

· BBC – confirmation of rural grant awarded of £506.96 to Kymbrook Lower School for purchase of music equipment

17. CLOSE OF BUSINESS – 9.15pm
Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..

