Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 21st April 2008 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Whitmore (Chairman), PCllr Bates, PCllr Browning, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Worth, PCllr Landmann, PCllr Turner, BCllr Clifton, CCllr Wootton Mr Alan Woodward, twenty seven members of the public, and Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk).
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE FROM MEETING

There were none

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

PCllr S Bates in Planning Application for College Farm

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 17th MARCH 2008, ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 17TH MARCH 2008 & PLANNING MEETING 31ST MARCH 2008 
An amendment was made to item 8 of the meeting held on 17th March 2008, and then these were agreed to be a true record.

4. MATTERS ARISING

There were none.

5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

PCllr Whitmore reminded Councillors and members of the public that this was the only part of the meeting that the public could participate in. She invited any members of the public to talk to Councillors after the meeting as well. 

March Meeting - PCllr Whitmore explained the Parish Council had received three letters from residents about the last meeting. All these letters have been circulated to the Councillors to read, which is the correct procedure. The letter from Dr May raised the topic of the bus shelter again, but this has now been debated and resolved. Two of these letters, along with a verbal request, had suggested the Parish Council should make a public apology to PCllr Browning for comments made by other Councillors at the March meeting. PCllr Whitmore explained that the views expressed by individual Parish Councillors during debates at meetings, are the views of those individuals, and not the views of the Parish Council as a whole. If an individual Councillor is concerned about a view expressed by another Councillor, then it must rest with that individual to pursue this themselves with the person concerned. PCllr Whitmore went on to say it was her desire that the Parish Council operates in a unified way.

PCllr Browning expressed her concern over the actions of some Councillors, and said she always tried to respond to matters raised with her by parishioners. She explained that the parishioners who had approached her about the bus shelter, had already approached PCllr Worth, but had been advised that it was not possible. 

PCllr Worth explained that at that time, the County Council had refused to pay for an additional bus shelter. It was only through paying for it out of the Parish Precept, that it had become possible.

Parish Clean Up - PCllr Bryans reminded everyone that the Parish Clean up on 10th May 2008 at 10am, and all volunteers are welcome. Details are also in the Village Voice.

Ditches – Carol Burge from the floor, raised a concern about the condition of the highway in Keysoe, after farmers had cleared out the ditches leaving a quagmire of mud etc. PCllr Worth said he had already contacted Highways about this, who explained it was the farmer’s responsibility to leave it in a reasonable state.

Planning Application for Equestrian Centre -  A member of the public enquired if the affordable housing referred to in the Equestrian Centre Planning Application on the agenda, was the same affordable housing that the Parish Council were organising. PCllr Bates explained this was a different matter. The housing he hoped to provide at the Equestrian Centre would be low cost rental accommodation offered at below market rates. PCllr Whitmore explained the parish is in need of more affordable housing, and PCllr Worth pointed out that neighbouring villages are also very short of it.

PCllr Bates was asked if this application was in connection with the review of the village envelope. He explained that this application was to convert an existing stable block, and all Parishes are about to be consulted on Settlement Areas. PCllr Worth added that Village Settlement areas tend to be kept to areas within a parish where there is the highest concentration of housing.

Planning Application for the Mission Hall – Mr Mole expressed concern about this application. He said the proposed bungalow was too wide and overlooked his home. He said as the building was currently a wooden hut, he believed the Planning Authority would require the applicant to apply for a “change of use”. He also believed the Planning Authority would consider it to be against their policy PPS7, which restricts the building of infill dwellings in the countryside. He was also concerned about the proposed septic tank, and that the windows were 15m away. He had been advised that the route of the footpath was incorrectly stated on the plans, and the property will therefore overlap this Right of Way. He also understood the CPRE would be objecting
The Mission Hall applicant, Mr Endersby, stated that there would be no septic tank. The property is single storey and will therefore not overlook anyone, and there are buildings on three sides of the property. The County Council Footpath Officer had visited the site and confirmed the footpath is stated correctly on the plans.

Another member of the public said that the current building was an eyesore, and the proposed bungalow would be an improvement. 

6. PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL – FOR INFORMATION ONLY:

· 08/00148/FUL – Planning Permission granted for first floor extension, balcony to rear & dormers to loft. – Greenacres, Kimbolton Rd Bolnhurst

PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR DISCUSSION:

· 08/00721/FUL – Erection of garage/store – Old Mill House, Mill Lane Keysoe – No objections raised
· 08/00889/LBC & 08/00872/FUL – Conversion & alterations of barns to Olympic equestrian accommodation village, with use as holiday let accommodation and affordable housing pre & post Olympics – College Farm Equestrian Centre, Church Rd, Keysoe. PCllr Bates explained that this application was following a previous one that had been refused two years ago. He had now addressed the concerns raised at that time.  It would provide pre and post Olympics holiday lets, and good value rental accommodation in line with Planning Policy. There are 4 less bedrooms overall than in the previous application.

PCllr Bates left the room.

The Parish Council considered that they had no concerns with this application as the building is already there, and needs improving. There is also a recognised shortage of this type of accommodation in the area. It was resolved to have no objections.

PCllr Bates returned.

· 08/00867/FUL – Demolition of existing building and erection of detached bungalow (revised scheme) – The Mission Hall, Kimbolton Rd, Bolnhurst. The Parish Council resolved to have no objections. However they asked the Clerk to draw the Planning Authority’s attention to the footpath, to ensure that it is stated correctly on the plans, and ask that they consider the appropriateness of the width of the building – particularly in relation to the footpath.

PCllr Bryans also suggested that the applicant and Mr Moles might consider addressing the unusual shape of the boundary between their properties, which may help alleviate matters.
7. FINANCE: It was agreed to sign the following cheques:



Mr G Beverley – Bus Shelter  

             
  £15.00


Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account                            £507.18


Alllianz Insurance – renewal                                 £506.98


8. TO RECEIVE THE ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL RETURN FOR 2007/8 INCLUDING ANNUAL FINANCIAL RISK ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE & REVIEW OF INTERNAL AUDITOR

The Clerk explained there were two new procedures that needed to be carried out as part of the Annual Audit – The review of Internal Auditor & the Financial Risk Assessment. These had been carried out, and copies had been circulated to all Councillors. The Accounts had been audited by the Internal Auditor, and no anomalies had been found. It was agreed these would be reviewed in readiness for the next meeting.

9. CONFIDENT COMMUNITIES FUND ALLOCATION OF £3500 – It was resolved to approve the expenditure of approx £2500 to meet the balance for the new VAS.

10. BUS SHELTER FOR BOLNHURST
The Clerk had invited 8 tenders, and 3 had been received. These were:

Bespoke Timber Buildings Ltd - £1857

Country Timber - £2670 (including a seat & glass in the front returns)

R D Browning - £3360

It was resolved to proceed with Bespoke Timber Buildings.

PCllrs Whitmore, Browning & Worth would meet to agree the location.

11. LOTTERY GRANT UPDATE 
PCllr Whitmore reported the legal documents had now been drawn up, and there was a meeting on 23rd April 2008 to pursue this further.

12. FUTURE USE OF THE PLAYING FIELD BY VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS

The Clerk had received advice from BBC Planning Authority on the interpretation of the planning condition that stated private village hall events could not take place outside the area marked blue (directly behind the village hall). The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was resolved to only allow events to which the whole parish are invited, to use the whole area. 

13. PALMERS SPORTS
The Clerk had received a letter from BCC Planning which had been circulated prior to the meeting. The letter stated the Planning Authority had until 2011 before the timescale expired for them to issue an enforcement notice against a breach of the planning condition relating to noise. This gave adequate time to review its effectiveness.

14. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH
Thurleigh Parish Plan – PCllr Bryans had attended the presentation of this plan. Thurleigh had similar issues with a shortage of low cost housing. They also had problems with low usage of the village hall, as there is a popular social club in the village. Only 20% of inhabitants expressed concern about noise form the air field. The Plan was made available for all to read.

15. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION 
Nothing to report.

16. HIGHWAYS PARISH PARTNERSHIP 2008/9
The Parish Council have been awarded £10000.00 which should be spent on maintaining and improving the footpaths, kerbing etc. PCllr Worth suggested a footpath could be provided in Bolnhust on the bend between Vicarage & Greenacres, and/or the kerb could be improved at this bend. PCllr Landmann also suggested the Keysoe footpath could be improved. PCllr Turner suggested the pedestrian route to the school should also be considered. It was agreed that PCllr Worth would get prices for each of these ideas ready for the next meeting.

CCllr Wootton offered to enquire if cycle signs could be added to the Keysoe footpath.

17. UPDATE ON RURAL HOUSING
PCllr Whitmore reported this was going well. A public meeting is being planned for 13th June 2008. 

18. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· BCC Highways – Details of changes to local bus service. 

PCllr Bryans reported the DART service would be replaced with a 2 hourly service. He had also enquired about the route to St Neots on market day, and was awaiting a response.

· Bill Skurry & Ann Kennedy – copy of their letter to BCC Highways supporting the erection of 40mph signs on B660 approaches to Keysoe (copied to the Parish Council for information only).

It was agreed that the proposals made would be passed on to Highways, and that the Clerk would contact Mr Skurry & Ms Kennedy to fully explain the concerns the Parish Council had raised, which had perhaps been misunderstood.

· NATS – consultation on proposed changes to airspace – deadline 22nd May 2008

· BRCC – Results of survey of rural services (for information only). PCllr Worth took this to review.

· BBC – Confirmation the PCllr Browning has been awarded dispensation to comment and vote on issues concerning the Allocation & Designation Development Plan.

· Keysoe Church – Thank you letter for donation towards upkeep of church yard.

· St Dustan’s Church - Thank you letter for donation towards upkeep of church yard.

· S J Spring – Letter raising concerns about Parish Council Meeting of 17th March 2008 (circulated prior to meeting). The Clerk had investigated the cost of the Bolnhurst footpath, and established it had not been paid for out of the Parish Precept, and she would advise him accordingly.
· Dr & Mrs May – Letter offering clarification on the events relating to PCllr Browning’s discussions with Bolnhurst residents regarding the bus shelter (circulated prior to meeting)

· Michael & Wendy Levy – Email sharing their views on the Parish Council Meeting of 17th March 2008 (circulated to all Parish Councillors as requested – no further action requested)

19. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 8.55pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..

