Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 21st SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Richardson, PCllr Browning, PCllr Turner, PCllr Landmann, Mr A Woodward, 12 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk) 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were none

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

There were none.

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 17TH AUGUST 2009.

These were approved.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Playing Field Signs – These had been repaired.
5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK

Police – PCllr Landmann expressed disappointment that the police did not attend the Village Show, & also that they forgot to bring the bollards that had been requested. PCllr Turner would raise the matter.

Mayoral Elections – PCllr Landmann asked if there was any information available on the forthcoming elections. No one knew of anything being issued out formally by BBC, and the Borough newsletter no longer seems to be distributed. The Clerk would enquire – Action The Clerk
Benches – PCllr Browning confirmed the benches had been moved, and the Clerk was asked to write and thank John Edgeley – Action the Clerk

The White Horse – PCllr Whitmore raised concern about this matter being on the agenda when a planning application had not been submitted. She believed it to be inappropriate to discuss this based on assumptions and hypothetical scenarios. Most Councillors agreed with this view, however some suggested the Parish Council ought to consider what its views are on what it would like to see happen to this local amenity, especially as residents had been enquiring about the Parish Councils view on the matter. Mr Ellerington stated he believed the Parish Council should take a view on it, as it is a local amenity.

Affordable Housing – PCllr Richardson said residents had raised concerns with him about this housing being available to residents outside of the Parish. The other Councillors confirmed it is the Parish Councils intention to provide this housing for people with local connections, and they key to this is getting the right number built. It was asked from the floor what the current thinking is on numbers, and PCllr Bates confirmed Hastoe were still reviewing the register of interests, but at the moment it is looking like no more than 7 houses. Hastoe will advise how many should be built based on the register of interests, and their experience in these matters. The Parish Council do not want this to be housing to be for people without local connections, but equally do not want local people to miss out because not enough houses have been provided. The Junction at Keysoe Row West is causing Highways some concern as well.  
6. PLANNING:

APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

· 09/01479/FUL formation of ménage – Land rear of Sundew Wybridge Keysoe
There were no objections raised

· 09/01658/COU temporary siting of mobile caravan – The White Horse PH, Kimbolton Rd Keysoe

There were no objections raised
     WHITE HORSE PUBLIC HOUSE

Potential change of use – After some discussion, the Parish Council decided not to consider the matter at this stage, as it is not in a position to comment until a planning application has been submitted.
Letter from Paul Ellerington - PCllr Bates confirmed the details of Mr Ellerington’s statement in August had been summarised in the minutes, and these minutes had been signed as a true record.

   PERMITTED DEVELOPMENTS

· 06/02280/FUL No breach of planning consent found – Janet’s Place, Kimbolton Rd Keysoe

7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

A Summerfield – grass 


   £575.00

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                           £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account   
               £493.47

8. REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY DONATION

It was RESOLVED to donate £75. PCllr Bryans would organise the wreath.

9. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

PCllr Bates confirmed Hastoe had not as yet drawn up a planning application as far as he knew, and they were in discussion with Highways about the junction. There is no possibility of changing the site, as this is the only one in the Parish that the Planners approved. It was agreed it would be sensible to meet up with Hastoe again before they finalise the application, but it was moving slowly at the moment. If the numbers of applicants are too low for it to be a viable project, this would have to be discussed.  

10. PLAYING FIELD

Usage monitoring (email circulated prior to meeting) an email had been received explaining the Parish Council are contractually obliged to carry this out. The Clerk was asked to get a copy of the monitoring form to establish what level of monitoring is required – Action The Clerk

Fence – The repairs should be completed this week.

Inspection – PCllr Whitmore reported that the apparatus was all in order, however there is still an ongoing problem of wood being brought into the playing field, and broken pieces being left lying around. It was agreed that this would be mentioned in the Village Voice, reminding parents that anything taken into the playing field by their children is done so at their own risk, and asking them to leave it tidy behind them. 
11. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION
Inspection – The gateway and rearrangement of the cat's eyes on the B660 were at the behest of the Road Safety Team. PCllr Bryans has discussed the inappropriateness of the single gate and the dangers involved with removing the cats eyes with Alastair Rudell from Amey and is awaiting a reaction to his comments.
Hedges – Trimming completed
Laburnham Cottage – Highways have said the oil tank will have to be removed by the end of October

Dangerous Tree – A tree by the highway in Bolnhurst with a hole on it is being removed.

The Junction at the Rows – The safety of this junction for pedestrians crossing the B660 to go to the school is being raised with the Borough Council.
12. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH

None attended
13. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
BBC – Consultation of proposed changes to Special Needs education provision. PCllr Browning took this to review.
14. CLOSE OF BUSINESS

The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..
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