Bolnhurst & Keysoe Parish Council


BOLNHURST & KEYSOE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL KEYSOE ON MONDAY 19th OCTOBER 2009 AT 19.30 HOURS

MEMBERS PRESENT: PCllr Bates, PCllr Bryans, PCllr Whitmore, PCllr Richardson, PCllr Browning, PCllr Turner, PCllr Landmann, Mr A Woodward, BCllr Clifton, 32 members of the public, Mrs Gill Wiggs (Clerk) 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were none

2. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS IN THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED HEREUNDER

PCllr Turner declared an interest in item 10.

3. TO VERIFY THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 2009.

With one amendment these were approved.

4. MATTERS ARISING

Mayoral Elections – PCllr Landmann confirmed the information received had been suitable.
Benches – The Clerk had written and thanked John Edgeley.
5. OPEN FORUM FOR MEMBERS AND THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK
Councillors and members of the public are reminded the Open Forum is the only part of the meeting that the public can participate in. Only Parish Councillors can take part in the remainder of the meeting.

Grass Cutting – PCllr Browning suggested the grass should be cut one more time, and the Parish Council agreed.

School Parking – PCllr Landmann expressed concern over the congestion in Keysoe Row East, now that the White Horse car park was unavailable. PCllr Browning explained there were still plenty of spaces in the Village Hall car park, and people are gradually getting used to parking there. PCllr Bryans would touch on this in his Highways report.

Recycling Waste – PCllr Landmann asked for more advice about recycling, and wondered if someone could address the Parish Council on this subject, or at least send some information – Action the Clerk
JAG Meeting – PCllr Richardson reported he and PCllr Turner had attended this. There had been a presentation on alcohol abuse. The Parish Council were invited to nominate a road for speed testing. He suggested the B660 and the Parish Council agreed.
Weight Restriction – BCllr Clifton confirmed this project was now being relooked at.

Land for Sale at Church Road – Concern was raised from the floor about the indication that the land for sale could be used as traveller site (subject to planning consent). The land was up for sale for £22.5k. There was a view expressed that the comment about a potential traveller site, was only made to try and encourage someone locally to purchase the land, and others agreed with this view. PCllr Bates suggested the price being sought was unrealistic. The most sensible use for the land would be a car park for the church, but the current price was too high for the church to purchase. The Parish Council would put the matter on the November agenda and keep an eye on developments.

Hedge Cutting at Hatch End – It was reported that this had not been done sufficiently. PCllr Bryans would report it.

The White Horse PH – Concern was raised about the potential loss of this key local amenity.  It was believed that the owners had not made sufficient attempts to produce a workable business plan. As a freehold PH, the costs should be much lower, and the local people were looking to the owners to make a genuine attempt to make the business successful. The pub had been there for over 400 years, and is the only local pub within walking distance of the Rows. It also creates a local employment opportunity. There was a strong view that with the right management and business model the pub could be successful. Other people expressed concern that habits have changed, and the pub in that location is not a viable business any more. Other pubs were only successful because they are gaining trade from all the pubs that are having to close down. It was commented that when the pub closed, there was no surge of concern raised from residents at the time. BCllr Clifton explained the matter is being referred to the Planning Committee on 26/10/09, and the Planning Officers would be recommending that the Committee refuse permission.
6. PLANNING:

APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

· 09/02275/FUL Erection of front porch Craigbank, School Lane, Bolnhurst. There were no objections raised.
· 09/02258/COU Change of use from public house (A4) to residential dwelling (C3) – The White Horse, Kimbolton Rd Keysoe. The Parish Council discussed the matter at length and RESOLVED to object to the application on the basis that it is the loss of a village amenity.

     DECISION NOTICES RECEIVED:

· 09/01479/FUL Permission granted for formation of a ménage – Land R/o Sundew, Weybridge, Keysoe

· 09/00960/LDE Lawful development certificate issued for use of land for the siting of a residential mobile home – Buryfields Farm, Keysoe Row West

· 09/01350/FUL – Permission granted for single storey summer house – Freddies Cottage Keysoe Row West

· Enforcement Notice complied with - Hope Acres, Keysoe Row East

· 09/01658/COU – Permission refused for siting of temporary mobile home – The White Horse, Kimbolton Rd, Keysoe 

7. TO AGREE THE SIGNING OF THE FOLLOWING CHEQUES:

The following payments were approved:

Royal British Legion – donation                   £75.00

The Sign Stop – playing field signs
   £131.79

Miss C Holland – Bus Shelters                      £20.00

Mrs G Wiggs – Clerks Account
               £583.14

8. 6 MONTH FINANCIAL REPORT (circulated prior to the meeting)

      This report was accepted by the Parish Council.

9. AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

      
      PCllr Bates reported the traffic count suggested that the additional 

      movement 
produced by a 5 unit scheme would represent a very small  

                  increase, and should therefore be considered acceptable. There is also   
      evidence that the existing visibility at Keysoe Row West junction is 

      adequate, based on the recorded traffic speeds. The report is currently 

      being written. With regard to the Ecology Survey - Three visits have been 
      made to the development site to look for any species of reptile currently 
      foraging in the area, and none have been observed.  Two further visits are 
      planned next week but they are not expecting any finds. Hastoe are still 
      working on a 5 unit layout with the architect. 
10. REQUEST TO CHANGE THE POUND TENANCY (circulated prior to the meeting)
      PCllr Turner left the meeting.


      It was RESOLVED to change the tenancy at the Pound to Mr and Mrs 
     Turner at an annual rent of £10 – Action The Clerk

 PCllr Turner rejoined the meeting.

11. PLAYING FIELD
· Usage monitoring – The Clerk had ascertained there was no form in place to record this, nor were there any guidelines about frequency - only that a range of different times of day should be covered. PCllrs Whitmore, Bryans and Landmann offered to carry out the monitoring, and the Clerk would draw up a form – Action The Clerk.
· Fence repair – This was still outstanding. The contractor had apologised for the delay and hoped to start the work this week.
12. HIGHWAYS CURRENT INFORMATION

      Crossing at The Rows – PCllr Bryans reported this was still under 
 
      consideration, but is not budgeted for this year. However given the 
 
      change in circumstances due to the withdrawal of the White horse car park 
      he was discussing the matter on 20/10/09 with Brian Hayward of BBC.
    


      Missing Cats Eyes – The relevant officer would inspect the location at   

                  night time, during November.


      Damaged tree on B660 in Bolnhurst – This had been referred to the 

                  Land owner for action.
13. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS ATTENDED DURING THE MONTH


     JAG Meeting – see comments in the Open Forum.

14. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:
· Letter from a resident - J Webb, asking the Parish Councils views on a piece of land for sale in Church Rd (circulated prior to the meeting). The Clerk would respond advising Mr Webb the matter would be monitored, as discussed in the Open Forum – Action the Clerk
· BATPC – Invitation to AGM 22/10/09 7.30pm St Marks Hall, Calder Rise Bedford (circulated by email 30/9/09)
15. CLOSE OF BUSINESS

The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Signed……………………………………..                              Date…………………………..

PAGE  
4

